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; and  they  therefore  propose  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Board  the  following  resolu- 
tion. 


For  the  ordinary  personal  communica-  I 
lions  between  the  Society  and  the  parties  I 
with  whom  its  affairs  are  transacted  in 
the  different  States,  the  Board  has  already  ; 
appointed  a general  travelling  agent.  If  j 
the  efforts  of  the  Society  are  to  be  ex- 
tended in  the  manner  oontemphted  by 
your  committee,  the  policy  of  that  appoint- 
ment will  be  confirmed. 

For  the  keeping  of  our  records,  and  the 
preparation  of  our  publications,  we  have 
already  a Secretary. 

It  remains  then  only  to  provide  for  the 
class  of  services  which  have  been  par-  . 
ticularized  as  heretofore  imperfectly  sup-  ! 
plied  by  reason  of  the  engrossment  by 
other  engagements  of  the  only  officer  to 
whom  the  Board  could  look  for  their  per- 
formance. These  services,  your  commit- 
tee believe,  may  be  conveniently  grouped 
under  one  head,  and  with  this  distribution, 
any  enlargement  of  the  demand  fronri  with- 
out can  be  met  by  the  simp’e  expedient  of 
adding  from  time  to  time  an  assi.^tant  in 
the  department  in  which  he  may  be  needed. 
The  peculiar  character  of  the  duties  pro- 
posed for  the  new  secretaryship  will 
make  it  proper  to  give  to  the  incumbent 
an  influence  in  connexion  with  our  pub- | 
lications  so  that  he  may  be  enabled  to 
prevent  any  disturbance  of  the  consisten- 
cy of  our  measures  in  relation  to  the  pub-  | 
lie  mind,  and  also  that  he  may  use  our  j 
press  as  special  exigencies  shall  render  | 
expedient  for  the  more  extensive  and  ef- 
fective diffusion  of  the  views  to  be  repre- 
sented on  the  part  of  the  Society. 

Upon  the  whole  your  committee  think 
that  tliey  will  accomplish  the  design  of 
the  Board  by  adding  a single  department, 
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Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a Corre- 
sponding Secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  conduct  the  general  correspondence 
of  the  Society,  and  to  superintend  its  pub- 
lications. 

In  order  to  define  expressly  the  duties 
of  the  other  principal  officers,  your  com- 
mittee recommend  also  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a Finan- 
cial Secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
receive,  keep,  and  disburse  the  funds  of 
the  Society  *,  to  manage  the  procuring 
and  outfit  of  vessels,  the  shipment  of  emi- 
grants, and  generally  the  financial  and 
commercial  transactions  of  the  Society, 
and  to  conduct  the  correspondence  imme- 
diately connected  with  these  subjects- 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a Travel- 
ling Secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
visit,  as  often  as  practicable,  and  as  the 
interests  of  the  Society  shall  require,  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
to  promote  by  his  personal  agency  the 
establishment  and  activity  of  State  and 
Territorial  societies  auxiliary  to  the  Ame- 
rican Colonization  Society,  and  to  super- 
intend the  collection  of  emigrants  and  their 
transportation  to  their  respective  places  of 
embarkation. 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a Register, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  the  records 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors ; to  keep,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Financial  Secretary,  the  accounts  and 
books  of  business  of  the  Society  ; and  to 
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prepare  and  issue,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Corresponding  Secretary-y  the  publica- 
tions of  the  Society. 

With  respect  to  the  compensation  of 
these  officers,  the  committee  believe  that 
both  they  and  the  other  members  of  the 
Board  will  be  better  able  to  arrive  at 
a satisfactory  opinion  after  an  interchange 
of  views  at  the  annual  session.  They 
therefore  ask  leave  to  defer  their  conclu- 
sion until  that  time. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
W.  Parker  Foulke, 
James  Hall, 

J.  G.  Goble. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  of  the  said  Committee, 
presented  the  following  minority  report : 

The  undersigned,  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  report  the  number  of 
secretaryships  which  it  will  be  expedient 
to  establish  under  the  recent  amendment  of 
the  constitution,  to  define  the  duties  and 
suggest  the  compensation  of  each,  asks 
leave  to  report : 

That  in  his  judgment,  it  is  not  expedient 
to  establish,  at  present,  any  secretaryships 
which  the  business  of  the  Society  does  not 
require  to  be  filled.  We  are  now  in  a 
state  of  growth,  the  rapidity  of  which 
cannot  be  foreseen.  Various  causes,  not 
yet  known  or  suspected,  may  accelerate  or 
retard  our  growth  ; so  that  we  cannot 
tell  how  large  our  business  will  be,  and 
how  many  secretaries  will  be  needed  to 
perform  it,  even  two  or  three  years  hence; 

The  nature  of  much  of  our  business, 
too,  is  liable  to  unforeseen  changes.  Tiie 
action  of  State  legislatures  may  be  such  as 
greatly  to  increase  the  amount  of  corres- 
pondence with  State  Governments,  or  such 
as  to  terminate  that  which  we  now  have  ; 
and  other  analogous  changes  may  be 
forced  upon  us. 

This  liability  to  change,  we  well  know, 
is  more  or  less  incident  to  all  human  labors  ; 
so  that,  in  every  enterprise,  changes  in  the 
number  and  duties  of  the  agents  may  be 
needed.  It  is  greater  in  our  enterprise 
than  in  most  otliers,  and  peculiarly  great 
at  the  present  time.  For  this  reason,  we 
cannot  safely,  just  now,  arrange  a system 
of  officers  and  agencies  to  be  permanently 
adhered  to.  We  can  only  determine  what 
officers  we  now  need,  and  shall  probably 
need  during  the  year,  or  very  few  years, 
to  come.  We  might,  indeed,  arrange  a 
system  of  officers  and  agencies,  such  as 


[ the  Socifty  may  need  in  some  advanced 
j stage  of  its  operations,  or  such  as  we 
I expect,  and  then  fill  only  such  of  the 
! offices  as  our  present  wants  require  to  be 
j filled  ; but  very  probably,  changes  in  our 
affairs  would  compel  us  to  change  our 
!j  plan,  before  the  time  should  come  for  its 
j complete  execution. 

I What,  then,  are  our  wants  for  the  year 
j to  come. ^ What  were  the  circumstances 
which  induced  us  to  amend  our  constitu- 

I tion  and  appoint  this  committee 

For  some  years  previous  to  1844,  the 
!|  Executive  Officers,  besides  the  Executive 
jj  Committee,  had  been  asecretary  and  atreas- 
;i  urer.  At  the  very  close  of  the  meeting  of 

II  that  year,  the  secretary  unexpectedly  re- 
ij  signed,  and  absolute  necessity  compelled 

the  Directors  to  impose  that  office  on  the 
j gentleman  who  had  already  been  chosen 
j treasurer.  It  was  seen,  at  least  by  some, 

I that  the  labors  of  both  offices  would  be  too 
I much  for  one  man  ; and  none,  probably, 
i expected  that  the  arrangement  would  be 
I permanent.  Yet  the  duties  of  both  offices 
i have  been  so  performed,  that  the  Society 
i has  lived,  grown  and  prospered,  and  the 
i arrangement  has  continued  from  year  tCK 
i year.  Yet,  in  order  for  this,  it  has  been 
! found  necessary,  in  the  treasury  depart- 
i ment,  to  employ  an  accomplished  account- 
ant as  book- keeper,  and  in  the  secretary’s 
M department,  a recording  secretary,  who 
ji  has  rendered  important  assistance  in  con- 
!]  ducting  the  correspondence.  Yet,  with  all 
;1  this  help,  our  secretary  and  treasurer  is 
i|  overburdened  with  duties.  More  is  im- 
;!  posed  upon  him  than  it  is  physically  pos- 
:j  sible  for  him  to  perform,  to  his  own  entire 
^1  satisfaction,  or  ours.  The  African  Repos- 
|i  itory  is,  from  necessity,  edited  in  haste, 
i By  expending  fmore  time  upon  it,  it  might 
I and  sl^ild  be  made  much  more  interest- 
i ing,  instructive  and  influential.  The  let- 
j ters  of  correspondents  are  often,  from  ab- 
I solute  necessity,  answered  in  the  fewest 
I possible  words,  giving,  perhaps,  a brief 
I and  positive  decision  of  some  important 
ij  and  intricate  question,  without  a single 
!i  reason  for  it.  Such  answers,  given  to  in- 
! telligent  men  who  wish  to  understand  our 
j affairs,  are  often  unsatisfactory,  and 
sometimes,  to  tho.se  who  do  not  know  the 
stern  necessity  which  compels  the  sec- 
retary so  to  write,  appear  disrespectful. 
We  need  an  arrangement  which  will  ob- 
viate this  difficulty.  That  is,  we  need  au 
additional  secretary. 

Perhaps  the  object  might  be  accom- 
plished, by  relieving  the  treasurer  from  the 
additional  office,  so  hastily  thrown  upon 
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him  in  1844,  appointing  some  other  per- 
son as  corresponding  secretary,  and  re- 
taining the  recording  secretary  and  book- 
keeper. But  in  that  case,  the  treasurer 
would  be  obliged  to  conduct  a great  part 
of  the  correspondence  ; to  be,  in  fact,  not 
merely  treasurer,  but  secretary  of  the 
treasury  ; and  if  he  must  do  the  duties  of 
that  office,  it  seems  best  that  he  should 
bear  its  title. 

It  has  not  been  shown  that  we  need 
more  than  one  additional  secretary,  or  that 
we  shall  need  a larger  accession  to  our 
force  than  that,  during  any  period  f»r, 
which  it  would  be  judicious  now  to  make 
provision. 

It  is  recommended,  therefore,  that  we 
appoint  two  corresponding  secretaries,  and 
a recording  secretary. 

The  committee  are  instructed  “also  to 
define  the  duties  of  each”  secretary. 

The  duties  of  the  recording  secretary 
are  easily  defined.  They  consist  in  the 
making  and  preserving  of  records,  inclu- 
ding the  preservation  of  letters  received , ! 
and  of  copies  of  letters  sent.  Besides  the  | 
doings  of  the  Society  and  the  Board  of 
Directors,  at  their  annual  and  special  meet- 
ings, he  should  record  all  the  doings  of  the 
Executive  Committee  ; giving,  in  the 
record  of  every  meeting,  the  authority  by 
which  it  was  called,  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting,  the  names  of  the  members  pres- 
ent, and  the  name  of  the  presiding  officer. 
He  IS  to  produce  any  matter  in  his  ar- 
chives, when  demanded,  for  the  inspection 
of  the  President,  either  of  the  correspond- 
ing secretaries,  the  treasurer,  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  the  Board  of  Directors,  or 
any  committee  or  member  of  either  ; and 
to  furnish  certified  copies,  when  required 
by  other  officers  of  the  Society,  who  need 
them  in  the  performance  of  their  own  du- 
ties. For  the  accurate  peformarice  of  these 
duties,  he  is  responsible  to  the  Board  of 
Directors.  Assisting  the  other  secretaries 
and  the  treasurer  in  their  labors,  is  no  part 
of  his  official  duty.  Yet,  if  his  official 
duties  should  not  occupy  his  whole  time, 
he  may  properly  be  required  to  render 
them,  or  any  of  them,  such  assistance  as 
they  may  need  and  he  can  afford  ; his 
compensation  being  fixed  accordingly. 

Defining  the  duties  of  the  corresponding 
secretaries,  so  as  to  divide  all  those  duties 
between  them,  assigning  to  each  his  part, 
exclusive  of  the  other,  is  a more  difficult 
task.  All  those  labors  have  reference,  and 
the  most  important  of  them  very  direct  ref- 


1 erence,  to  the  operations  of  the  treasury. 
They  relate,  almost  wholly,  to  contracting 
debts,  finding  the  means  of  payment,  and 
paying  them.  Correspondence  with  State 
i Governments  must  relate  to  emigration 
I from  the  several  States,  and  to  appropria- 
! tiqns  for  the  expense.  Correspondence 
j with  masters  will  relate  to  servants  whom 
they  wish  to  colonize,  and  to  the  expenses 
of  colonizing  them.  Correspondence  with 
donors,  whether  societies  or  individuals, 

I will  relate  to  the  funds,  with  which  the 
expenses  of  emigration  are  to  be  paid. 
Correspondence  with  Liberia  will  relate  to 
the  reception  and  care  of  emigrants,  and 
the  payment  of  the  expenses  incurred  on 
their  account ; including  under  this  head, 
the  providing  of  receptacles,  and  all  other 
things  done  for  their  welfare.  It  does  not 
appear  that  this  correspondence  is,  in  its 
nature,  capable  of  being  so  divided  between 
two  secretaries,  t^at  each  may  safely  carry 
on  his  part  of  it,  independently  of  the 
other,  it  must  be  one  single  harmonious 
system  of  correspondence,  or  we  cannot 
have  one  harmonious  system  of  receipts 
j and  payments  growing  out  of  it. 

Doubtless,  if  two  secretaries  are  em- 
ployed, their  mental  characteristics  will  be 
somewhat  different,  and  there  will  be  let- 
ters which  one  of  them  may  write  better 
than  the  other.  For  this  cause,  the  labors 
of  correspondence,  so  far  as  they  are  capa- 
ble of  being  divided,  will  naturally  divide 
themselves,  various  parts  of  it  falling  nat- 
urally into  the  hands  best  adapted  to  man- 
age them  ; while  other  parts,  to  the  per- 
I formance  of  which  both  are  equally  well 
I adapted,  would  be  left,  as  they  ought  to 
I be,  undivided,  to  be  performed  by  either 
as  convenience  might  demand  from  day  to 
: day.  And  this  division,  thus  naturally 
! made  from  day  to  day.  with  a full  knowl- 
I edge  of  the  business  to  be  divided,  will  be 
I more  likely  to  work  well,  than  any  the- 
j oretic  division  that  we  can  make,  before 
j we  know  exactly  what  there  will  be  to 
I divide. 

If  we  should  leap  over  all  these  difficul- 
ties, and  divide  the  labor  equally  between 
I the  two  according  to  some  theoretic  classi- 
i fication,  we  should  involve  them  in  some 
j other  practical  inconveniences.  We  could 
j not  expect  that  either  division  would  be 
i perfectly  equable  in  its  quantity  through- 
j out  the  year.  Sometimes  one  secretary 
i would  be  overwhelmed  with  business, 
i while  the  other  would  have  little  to  do, 

I and  at  another  time,  the  first  would  be 
idle  and  the  second  overwhelmed.  Be- 
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sides  this,  if  either  should  be  absent  fromj! 
his  office  a single  day,  either  on  busines  or  ■! 
from  sickness,  a letter  might  arrive,  be- | 
tonging  to  his  (Jef)artment,  and  needing  an 
immediate  answer  : and  however  the  in-  j 
terests  of  the  Society  might  suffer,  it  must  | 
remain  unanswered  till  iiis  return.  ji 

We  cannot,  therefore,  safely,  “ define  jj 
the  duties  of  each  ” secretary,  by  dividing  !' 
the  labors  between  them,  and  assigning  a jj 
certain  part  to  each,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  i 
other.  j! 

But,  as  each  letter  must  be  w'ritten  by  | 
one  or  the  other  of  them,  there  must,  in  | 
some  w’ay,  be  a division  of  the  labor.  1 
How  shall  it  be  effected  } I 

In  part,  this  question  has  been  answered  ' 

already.  They  wHi  naturally  divide  it  | 
themselves,  as  circumstances  shall  suggest  ' 
from  day  to  day.  If  any  other  division  is  !' 
to  be  made,  it  is  at  leas#doubtful  whether  1! 
this  Board  of  Directors  is  the  proper  body 
to  make  it.  j; 

The  whole  correspondence  ought  to  be  ii 
carried  on  under  the  direction  of  the  Ex-  ij 
ecutive  Committee.  If  it  were  practicable,  •: 
they  ought  to  read  or  hear  every  letter,!; 
before  it  leaves  the  office.  But  as  i 
this  cannot  be,  they  must  hear  such  of  the  !; 
most  important  of  them  as  they  can,  and  !i 
give  such  instructions  as  they  judge  ne- jj 
cessary  concerning  the  others.  They  J 
should,  however,  know,  sooner  or  later,  :j 
and  in  season  to  prevent  any  injury,  the  'j 
contents  of  every  letter  received,  and  ofji 
every  letter  sent. 

The  committee  is  always  on  the  ground,  ' 
and  always  knows  v/hat  business  there  is 
for  the  secretaries  to  transact ; and  is  there- ! 
fore  always  competent  to  assign  to  each  | 
his  proper  share  of  the  labor.  I 

If  a new  branch  of  correspondence  is  to  , 
be  opened,  it  should  be  done  under  the  di- , 
rection  of  the  committee  ; and  if  it  should  j 
be  assigned  to  one  secretary  rather  than  | 
the  other,  the  committee  can  assign  it.  If  , 
the  personal  presence  of  a secretary^  is  | 
needed  at  some  distant  point,  the  commit-  | 
tee  should  order  the  journey,  and  desig-  ' 
- nate  the  secretary  to  make  it.  In  short,  it  ! 
belongs  to  the  committee  to  prescribe  all  ^ 
their  labors,  and  so  far  as  may  be  neces-  i 
sary  or  useful,  to  make  the  division.  j 

In  this  way,  the  division  will  be  made*i 
by  men  well  acquainted  with  the  peculiar  i 
qualifications  of  each  secretary,  and  wuth 
the  business  to  be  divided  between  them  ; 
any  branch  of  the  correspondence,  for 
which  either  is  found  to  be  peculiarly  qual- 


ified, may  be  committed  to  him,  as  exclu- 
sively, and  for  so  long  a time,  as  the 
interests  of  the  Society  permit;  and  a 
change  of  distribution  can  be  made  at 
any  time,  when  the  exigencies  of  business 
require  it. 

This  control  of  the  Executive  Committee 
over  the  secretaries  is  indispensable  to  that 
unity  of  s/stem,  which  is  indispensable  to 
the  successful  prosecution  of  business.  If 
we  exempt  the  secretaries  from  their  con- 
trol, and  give  each  a department  to  man- 
age according  to  his  own  discretion,  we 
shall  have  three  lines  of  policy — tliat  of  the 
committee,  and  that  of  ea<’h  secretary  ; 
and  these  three  policies  will  sometimes 
come  in  conflict  with  each  other. 

It  has  been  supposed,  that  a distinct  de- 
partment might  be  formed  for  an  additional 
secretary,  by  giving  him  the  editing  of  the 
African  Repository,  and  opening  new 
brancnes  of  correspondence,  leaving  the 
business  of  the  present  secretaryship  un- 
changed. 

To  this,  there  are  several  objections. 
The  first,  and  a fatal  one,  is,  that  it  would 
not  meet  our  main  difficulty.  The  incum- 
bent of  the  present  secretaryship  would 
still  be  overwhelmed  with  more  business 
than  he  could  do  as  it  ought  to  be  done. 
There  would  still  be  the  same  ground  of 
complaint  against  the  short,  hurried  and 
unsatisfactory  letters  ; and,  it  being  known 
that  there  are  two  secietaries  in  tlie  office, 
with  time  enough  to  write  deliberately,  the 
appearance  of  disrespect  would  be  stronger 
i than  before.  Another  objection  is,  that 
besides  business  too  directly  related  to  the 
treasury  to  be  safely  transferred  to  a new 
department,  there  is  really  very  little  that 
ought  to  be  done.  The  new  secretary 
would  find  it  hard  work  to  invent  even 
innocent  employment  enough  to  keep  him- 
self out  of  idleness. 

The  undersigned  is  confirmed  in  these 
views,  by  the  practice  of  all  analogous 
societies,  so  far  as  he  has  been  able  to  in- 
quire. The  American  and  Presbyterian 
Boards  of  Foreign  Missions, and  the  Amer- 
ican Home  Missionary  Society;  have  three 
secretaries  each,  whose  duties  are  ar- 
ranged ill  the  way  herein  recommended. 
Two  publishing  societies,  American  Bible 
I and  Tract  Societies,  have  a different  ar- 
i rangement ; but  it  is  not  known  to  produce 
; any  superior  advantages. 

The  conclusion,  therefore,  is,  that  the 
distribution  of  duties  between  the  corres- 
ponding secretaries  must  be  left  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 
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This  commiuee  was  also  ordered  “ to 
suggest  such  compensation  as  they  may 
think  proper  to  affix  to  each^’  secretary- 
ship. 

No  reason  appears  for  changing  the  sal- 
aries now  ^iven  to  the  corresponding  and 
recording  secret  tries  ; and  if  an  additional 
corresponding  secretary  be  appointed,  it 
would  be  impolitic  to  elevate  him  above 
or  depress  him  below  tlie  level  of  the 
other,  by  eiving  him  a different  salary. 
It  is  suggested,  therefore,  that  the  salaries 
affixed  to  Umse  offices  remain  as  they  are. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  reasonings — 
assuming  that  there  will  be  a treasurer, 
who  will  merely  receive,  keep  and  dis- 
burse the  funds  and  keep  the  accounts  of 
t-he  Society — the  following  resolutions  aj-e 
respectfully  submitted  : 

1.  Resolved,  that  this  Board  will  appoint, 
annually,  till  otherwise  ordered,  two 
corresponding  secretaries  and  a recording 


5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  recording 
secretary  to  record  the  doings  of  the  Soci- 
ety, the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the 
Executive  Committee  ; to  preserve  the 
records  and  documents  of  the  Society,  in- 
cluding ail  official  letters  received,  and  cop- 
ies of  all  official  letters  sent  ; and  to  pro- 
duce any  matter  in  his  archives,  or  to  fur- 
nish certified  copies  of  the  same,  when  re- 
quired by  any  officer  of  the  Society  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty.  He  shall  also 
be  the  Librarian  of  the  Society,  and  shall 
keep,  in  a suitable  condition  for  convenient 
reference,  all  publications  of  the  Society, 
and  such  other  books,  pamphlets,  papers 
and  periodicals,  as  shall  be  procured  for 
the  Society’s  use. 

6.  The  salary  of  the  recording  secretary 
shall  be  twelve  hundred  dollars  a year, 
till  otherwise  ordered. 

Respectfully  sulmiitted, 

Joseph  Tract. 


secretary. 

2.  Resolved,  that  the  corresponding  sec- 
retaries shall  be,  in  all  respects,  of  equal 
rank  ; but  when  both  are  named  together, 
he  who  has  been  longest  in  the  office 
shall  be  named  first,  unless  something 
in  the  connexion  obviously  require  other- 
wise. 


: Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  chairman  of  the  Com- 

i mittee  appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
of  the  Board,  to  raise,  in  conjunction  with 
! the  Executive  Committee,'  the  funds 
I needed  for  the  support  of  a special  agency 
j to  Europe,  presented  the  following  report : 


3.  Resolved,  that  the  duties  of  tlie  cor-  i 
responding  secre  aries  shall  be,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to 
conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  Society, 
written  and  oral,  making  journeys  for  that 
purpose  when  necessary  ; to  make  and  sign 
contracts,  and  draw  on  the  treasurer  for  i 
payments;  to  prepare  business  forthe  action  j' 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  lay  it !' 
before  them  at  their  meetings  ; to  edit  the  ; 
African  Repository  ; and  to  prepare  the  i 
annual  report,  and  such  other  documents  j 
as  may  be  ordered  by  this  Board  or  the  ! 
Executive  Committee,  for  the  action  of  the  ' 
Directors  at  annual  or  special  meetings,  j 
They  shall  place  in  the  hands  of  the  re-  1 
cording  se'^retary,  all  official  letters  and  i 
documents  received  by  them,  and  furnish,  ! 
or  allow  him  to  take  copies  of  all  official  , 
letters  and  documents  sent  out  by  them,  for  j 
preservation.  All  these  duties  shall  be  j 
common  to  both  of  them,  each  performing  , 
such  part  us  mutual  convenience  shall 
dictate,  or  as  the  Executive  Commiuee 
shall  prescribe. 

4.  The  salary  of  each  corresponding 
eecretary  shall  be  two  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  till  otherwise  ordered. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  raise,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, the  funds  needed  for  the  support  of  a 
special  agency  to  represent  the  interests  ol 
this  Society  in  Europe,  reported,  begging 
to  be  discharged  as  a committee  from  fur- 
the»- attention  to  the  duty,  in  view  of  un- 
expected obstacles  standing  in  the  way  of 
their  success  ; expressing,  however,  a 
strong  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the 
' agency,  and  warmly  recommending  it  to 
the  future  consideration  of  the  Board. 

Adjourned  to  9 o’clock  A.  M.,  to- 
morrow. 

Wednesday,  January  17. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment : 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod, 
the  minutes  of  the  session  yesterday  were 
read  and  approved. 

The  Reports  of  Agents  of  the  Society 
were  presented. 


I 
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The  President  announced  the  Standing 
Committees,  as  follows  : 

Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. — Messrs. 
Maclean,  Hall,  Haight,  Lee,  and  Miller. 

Committee  on  Fmance. — Messrs.  Phelps,  j 
Gregory,  Haines,  Hodge,  and  Orcutt. 

Committee  on  .Quxilianj  Societies. -Messrs. 
Foulke,  Allen,  McLeod,  Blodgett,  and 
Slaughter.  1 

Committee  on  ..Agencies. — Messrs.  Disos-  j 
way,  Coppinger,  Davis,  Bloomfield,  and  ! 
Mitchell. 


;'!  ferred  to  a special  committee  of  three,  with 
j instructions  to  consider  and  report  upon 
|l  the  best  mode  of  preventing  the  conflict 
jj  between  such  appeals  and  the  regular 
[j  work  of  the  agents  of  the  State  societies. 

j Messrs.  Haight,  Pettit,  and  Lee,  weie 
appointed  said  committee. 

j On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  it  was 
I Resolved,  That  a committee  of  two  be 

I appointed  to  prepare  a minute  on  the 
death  of  Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.,  late  Vice 
President  and  Life  Director  of  this  Society. 

Messrs.  Jones  and  Reese  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

1 


Committee  on  Recounts. — Messrs.  Jones, 
Adams,  Hosmer,  Coulling,  and  Orcutt. 

Committee  on  Emigration. — Messrs.  Tra- 
cy, Bransford,  Stanton,  Sparrow,  and 
Pettit. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  number  of  delegates 
from  the  New  York  State  Colonization 
Society  be  fifteen  ; the  amount  expended 
by  the  said  Society,  on  account  of  emi- 
grants sent  to  Liberia  during  the  past 
year,  the  account  for  which  was  not  for- 
warded before  the  close  of  the  year  in  con- 
sequence of  the  absence  of  the  Rev.  J.  B. 
Pinney,  Secretary  of  said  Society,  to  be 
received  as  basis  of  representation,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  amount  reported  by  the  Re- 
cording Secretary. 

On  motiofl,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Illinois  Colonizatian 
Society  be  entitled  to  one  delegate  by  the 
present  payment  of  the  balance  necessary 
to  complete  the  sum  required  to  entitle 
said  Society  to  a delegate. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  disposal  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  legacy  of  Augustus  Graham 
for  the  support  of  schools  in  Liberia,  be 
referred  to  a special  committee. 

Messrs.  Tracy,  Coppinger,  and  Stanton, 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Haight,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Society  as  relates  to  special 
appeals  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
or  funds  to  meet  particular  cases,  be  re- 


On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Annual 
Report  and  the  Statement  of  the  Executive 
! Committee  as  relates  to  foreign  relations, 

' to  finance,  to  auxiliary  societies,  to  agen- 
cies, to  accounts,  and  to  emigration,  be 
referred  to  the  standing  committees  on 
those  subjects  respectively. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  recognition  of  the  Republic  of 
Liberia  by  the  United  States  Government, 
was  taken  up  ; and,  after  a free  and  full 
expression  of  opinion  by  several  members 
of  the  Board,  on  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Mil- 
ler, it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  the  recog- 
nition of  Liberia  be  referred  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  and  the  Executive 
Committee,  with  power  fo  act,  in  their  dis- 
cretion, in  regard  thereto,  in  the  interval 
between  this  and  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  the  exploration  of  Africa  east- 
ward of  Liberia,  was  taken  up  ; and,  on 
motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Haight,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  ex- 
ploration of  Afi  ica  be  continued  until  the 
next,  annual  meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
basis  of  representation  of  State  Societies, 
was  taken  up  ; also  the  minority  report  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Tracy  ; and,  after  consid- 
erable discussion,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Reese, 
it  was 
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Resolved,  That  the  whole  subject  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  printed  with  the  min- 
utes of  the  Board  ; and  meanwhile,  that 
both  reports  be  referred  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the 
State  Societies. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  steam 
communication  between  the  United  States 
and  Liberia,  was  taken  up  ; and,  for  the 
present,  was  laid  on  the  table,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  absence  of  Dr.  Hall. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  secre- 
taryships of  the  Society,  was  taken  up  ; 
also  the  minority  report  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Tracy ; both  of  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Jones,  were  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

On  motion,  the  Boetrd  took  a recess,  for 
the  meeting  of  the  Society. 

After  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  the 
. Board  was  called  to  order ; when,  on 
motion,  the  Bgard  adjourned  to  7|  o’clock 
this  P.  M. 

Evening  Session,  January  17.  I 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  session  were 
read  and  approved. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  announced 
that,  during  the  past  year,  the  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Appleton  of  Massachusetts,  the  Rev. 
R R.  Gurley,  and  his  Excellency,  Franklin 
Pierce,  President  of  the  United  States, 
were  constituted  Life  Directors  of  this 
Society,. by  the  payment  into  the  treasury 
of  $1,000  each. 

Mr.  Disosway,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, appointed  at  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Board,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  subject  of  procuring  a copy  of  the  por- 
trait of  the  late  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq,, 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted : 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  lastan- 
mial  meeting  of  this  Board,  to  procure  a 


portrait  of  the  late  Anson  G.  Phelps,  a 
Vice  President  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  report,  that  they  have  dis- 
charged this  duty.  An  excellent  portrait 
of  Mr.  Phelps  has  been  painted  by  Waldo 
and  Jewett,  very  eminent  artists  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  and  a copy  from  an 
admirable  original  in  the  possession  of  his 
son,  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq  , the  President 
of  the  New  York  State  Colonization  So- 
ciety. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GABPxiEL  P.  Disosway, 

John  Maclean, 

Committee. 

Mr.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  prepare  a minute  on  the  death 
of  the  late  Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.,  presented 
the  following  report,  which,  on  motion, 
was  adopted  ; after  some  appropriate  re- 
marks by  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley  in  refer- 
ence to  the  devotion  of  Mr.  Cresson,  for 
many  years,  to  the  colonization  cause  : 

Whereas,  since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  it  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  remove  from  his  eartlily  labors  one 
of  the  Vice  Presidents  and  a Life  Director  of ' 
this  Society — therefore. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  feel  called 
upon  to  express  a deep  sense  of  the  loss 
they  have  sustained  in  the  removal  of  one 
who,  for  over  a quarter  of  a century,  was 
the  zealous  and  untiring  advocate  of  Afri- 
can Colonization,  and  whose  gratuitous 
labors,  alike  in  this  country  and  Great 
Britain,  evinced  the  sincerity  of  his  pro- 
fessions, and  entitle  him  to  the  gratitude 
of  every  lover  of  humanity. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  mourn  over 
our  loss  we  cannot  but  sympathise  with 
the  family  and  relatives  of  our  deceased 
friend. 

Resolved,  That  a request  be  preferred  to 
the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  Cresson  for  a 
copy  of  his  portrait  to  be  made  and  de- 
posited in  the  rooms  of  this  Society. 

Resolved,  That  a certified  copy  of  the 
above  be  sent  by  the  Recording  Secretary 
to  the  family  of  our  late  distinguished 
friend. 

Messrs.  Jones,  Reese,  and  Coppinger, 
were  appointed  a committee  to  carry  out 
the  object  embraced  in  the  third  resolution. 
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On  motion,  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  steam  communication  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Liberia  was  taken  up,  and 
read ; also  the  minority  report  of  Dr. 
Hall ; when  the  following  resolutions  were 
presented  by  Mr.  Phelps,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this 
Board,  the  services  of  the  Rev.  R.  R. 
Gurley  in  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the 
stock  of  the  United  States  -and  Liberia 
Steamship  Company,  are  important  and 
valuable  to  the  general  cause  of  coloniza- 
tion, and  meet  with  the  warm  approval  of 
this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this 
Board,  the  United  States  and  Liberia 
Steamship  Company,  as  at  present  O'gaiv 
ized  in  the  city  of  New  York,  may,  with 
the  aid  of  the  friends  of  the  cause  in  the 
United  States,  speedily  be  successful  in 
accomplishing  the  object  so  ardently  de- 
sired by  all,  viz;  a steam  communication 
with  Liberia.  At  the  same  time,  this 
Board  disclaims  any  financial  responsibil- 
ity in  connection  with  the  above  named 
Company. 

To  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory, 
the  following  was  added  ; 

Resolved,  That  until  the  arrangement 
for  steam  communication  between  this 
country  and  Liberia  is  perfected,  it  is  im- 
portant that  a portion  of  the  funds  raised 
for  that  purpose  be  appropriated  for  the 
purchase  of  a suitable  sailing  vessel  for  the 
transportation  of  emigrants,  under  the 
control  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety. 

Which  resolutions,  after  full  and  gen- 
eral discussion,  on  motion,  were  adopted. 

On  leave  being  granted,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Maclean  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Board,  it  is  important  to  the  financial  in- 
terests of  the  Society,  a.nd  to  the  proper 
prosecution  of  its  great  object,  that  there 
shall  be  an  additional  secretary,  whose 
duties  shall  be  defined  by  thi.s  Board. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  nature  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  committees 
upon  secretaryships,  and  upon  the  basis 
of  representation,  the  reports  of  those 
committees  shall  be  printed  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  annual  meeting  in  the  cus- 
tomary annual  printed  report,  and  that  a 
copy  be  sent  to  each  auxiliary  society. 


Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  reported 
by  said  committees  lie  upon  the  table  for 
consideration,  until  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing of  this  Board. 

Which  resolutions,  on  motion,  were 
made  the  first  business  of  the  day  for  the, 
! next  session  of  the  Board. 

Adjourned  to  9 o^clock,  A.  M.  to-mor- 
row. 

Thursday,  January  18. 

The  Board  met  according  'to  adjourn- 
ment. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr-  Lee,  the 
I minutes  of  the  last  session  were  read,  cor- 
rected, and  approved. 

The  reports  of  agents  of  the  Society 
were,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  standing 
committee  on  agencies. 

The  resolutions  presented  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Maclean,  at  the  last  session  of  the  Board, 
respecting  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
secretary  of  the  Society,  being  the  first 
business  of  the  day,  were  taken  up  ; and, 
after  discussion,  they  were,  on  m,olion,  sep- 
arately read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Disosway  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which,  on  motion,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  finance  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors 
urge  upon  the  auxiliary  societies  and  the 
agents  of  this  Society  the  necessity  of  in- 
creased efforts  in  procuring  State  appropri- 
ations to  aid  the  purposes  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society. 

Mr.  Disosway  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which,  on  motion,  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  auxiliary  societies  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  auxil- 
iary societies  be  requested  to  originate  some 
plan  by  which  a greater  and  more  efficient 
number  of  auxilinry  societies  can  be  es- 
tablished throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  Disosway  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which,  on  motion,  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  finance  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance 
be  requested  to  report  how  the  present  ia- 
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debtedness  has  arisen,  and  what  means  are 
proposed  to  liquidate  the  same,  and  to  re- 
port at  this  meeting.  | 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  chairman  of  the  Execu-  i 
tive  Committee,  presented  the  following  , 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Rrsolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board 
be  presented  to  his  Excellency  Governor 
Dutton,  (he  Rev.  Dr.  Hfiight,  and  Com- 
mander Foote,  f«tr  the  addresse.s  delivered 
by  them  at  the  late  Antjual  Mejeiing  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Society  be  instructed 
to  transmit  to  them  copies  of  this  resolution, 
and  to  quest  a copy  of  their  addresses  for  j 
publication.  i 

A communication  was  presented  from  < 
tlie  Rev.  J.  Morris  Pease,  with  reference 
to  improvements  in  Liberia,  &c.,  which, 
on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  emigration.  ; 

On  leave  being  granted,  the  following  : 
preamble  and  resolution  presented  by  Capt.  ! 
Foote  were  taken  up,  and,  on  motion,  were  j 
adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  African  Squadron  has  j 
protected  the  letjal  commerce*of  the  United  1 
States  on  the  coast  of  tliat  continent — has  | 
had  an  essential  agency  towards  removing  | 
the  guilt  of  the  slave  trade  from  the  world,  i 
and  has  afforded  countenance  to  the  Re-  j 
public  of  Liberia  ; therefore 

Resolved,  That  no  article  of  the  Web-  i 
ster-Ashbuiton  treaty  ought  to  be  abro-  : 
gated,  nor  the  African  squadron  with-  ; 
drawn,  or  reduced,  unless  it  be  in  the 
number  of  jjuns  specified  in  the  treaty. 
But  on  the  contrary,  that  said  squadron  | 
ouglit  to  be  rendered  more  efficient,  by  the 
employment  of  several  small  steamers,  as 
being  better  adapted  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  traffic  and  the  protection  of  our 
legal  commerce,  than  the  mere  sailing  ves- 
sels now  composing  the  squadron  : | 


The  minutes  of  the  last  session  were 
read  and  approved. 

Rev.  Dr.  Haight  stated  that  the  Hon. 
Hamilton  Fish,  one  of  the  delegates  from 
the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society, 
has  been  prevented  from  attending  the 
sessions  of  this  Board,  in  consequence  of 
indisposition. 

Rev.  Dr.  Maclean  presented  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  have  listened 
with  great  pleasure  to  the  able  and  inter- 
esting memoir  read  to  them  by  Com- 
mander Foote,  in  regard  to  the  squadron 
of  the  United  States  on  the  coast  of  Africa  ; 
and  unite  with  him  in  the  hope  that  no 
action  will  take  place  on  the  part  of  our 
Government  calculated  to  impair,  in  any 
degree,  its  efficiency  as  a most  important 
agent  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  presented  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolution,  which  were 
adopted  : 

Whereas,  this  Board  have  learned  that 
the  Hon.  C.  F.  Meicer,  one  of  the  earliest, 
most  constant,  and  able  friends,  and  a Vice 
President  of  this  Society,  is  now  visiting, 
at  his  own  expense,  and  from  the  noblest 
impulses  of  philanthropy,  many  of  the 
Governments  of  Europe,  with  the  view  of 
uniting  their  counse's  and  sentiments  in 
such  policy  as  shall  result  in  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  African  slave  trade,  by  the 
law  of  nations  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  express  their 
high  sense  of  the  past  and  present  eminent 
services  of  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer  in  the 
cause  of  this  Society,  his  country,  and 
humanity,  and  their  earnest  hope  that  the 
efforts  in  which  he  is  now  engaged  may  be 
crowned  with  success. 

Rev.  W.  McLain  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 


Capt.  Foote  read  a very  interesting 
statement  respecting  the  slave  trade,  and 
the  United  States  squadron,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa. 

Adjourned  to  7|  o’clock,  this  P.  M. 

Evening  Session,  January  18. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 


Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society  hereby 
express  their  sense  of  obligation  to  the  Rev. 
Rector,  Wardens,  and  Vestry  of  Trinity 
Church,  for  the  kindness  shown  this  body, 
by  opening  their  spacious  edifice  to  the 
Society  for  its  anniversary,  and  the  base- 
ment of  their  building  for  the  meetings  of 
this  Board  and  its  committees. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  above  res- 
olution be  transmitted  to  the  Rev.  Rector 
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of  the  Church  by  the  Secretary  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foulke,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  furnish  to 
the  committee  on  auxiliaries  a list  of  the 
State  and  Territorial  Societies,  acting  as 
auxiliaries  to.  the  American  Colonization 
Society  ; and  also,  as  far  as  known  to 
him,  of  the  State  and  Territorial  Societies 
not  so  acting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foulke,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  furnished, 
as  soon  as  practicable,  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  this  Board,  to  the  chairman  of 
each  of  its  committees  a copy  of  each  res- 
olution referred  to  such  committees  res- 
pectively. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  reported  that 
they  had  examined  the  treasurer’s  account 
and  found  the  same  correct.  (See  the  ex- 
hibit, page  79. 

The  following  resolution,  presented  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  was  taken  up,  and,  on 
motion,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  to  prevent  all  misappre- 
hension in  regard  to  the  powers  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  it  is  hereby  declared 
that  the  Executive  Committee,  unless  re-  1 
stricted  by  special  instructions  from  the  j 
Board  of  Directors,  have  all  the  powers  of 
the  Board,  during  the  recess,  including  the 
entire  direction  of  the  agents  of  the  Society,  I 
however  appointed.  j 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution,  ] 
presented  by  Rev.  Mr.  Tracy,  were  taken 
up,  and,  on  motion,  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  Liberian  commerce  and  emi-  I 
gration  would  be  much  facilitated  by  a 
wharf  on  some  point  of  that  coast,  at ! 
which  passengers  and  goods  may  be  ' 
landed,  and  goods  put  on  board  without 
the  use  of  lighters  ; and  whereas,  for  want 
of  such  a wharf,  lives  are  annually  lost  in 
attempts  to  land  or  embark  through  the 
surf ; and  whereas,  without  such  a wharf, 
steam  communication  with  Liberia  may 
prove  too  expensive  to  be  permanently 
maintained  ; and  whereas,  therein  no  such 
wharf  on  that  coast,  nor  any  place  known 
where  such  a wharf  can  be  constructed  ; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  explo- 
ration in  Africa  be  instructed  to  procure,  if 
practicable,  from  the  officers  of  the  squad- 
ron of  the  United  States  on  the  coast  of 


Africa,  or  some  of  thenv,  an  examination 
of  the  most  promising  points  on  the  coast 
of  Liberia,  with  reference  to  the  practica- 
j bility,  mode,  and  expense,  of  constructing 
j such  a wharf;  with  such  other  informa- 
tion as  may  be  in  their  power,  relating  to 
' the  artificial  improvement  of  harbors  in 
' Liberia. 

j The  following  preamble  and  resolutions, 
presented  by  Rev.  Mr.  Slaughter,  were 
I taken  up,  and,  on  motion,  were  adopted  : 

! Whereas,  the  exclusive  design  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  as  de- 
clared in  its  fundamental  law,  is  to  re- 
move, with  their  own  consent,  the  free 
colored  people  of  the  United  States  to  Af- 
rica ; and  whereas,  in  carrying  out  this 
principle,  this  Board  have  ordered  that  all 
suggestions  and  discussions  of  schemes  of 
emancipation  shall  be  excluded  from  the 
African  Repository,  and  other  official  doc- 
uments of  the  Society  ; and  whereas,  it  is 
necessary  to  the  consummation  of  this 
policy,  tliat  the  same  principle  should  be 
applied  to  the  conduct  of  the  public  meet- 
ings of  this  Society  ; therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee 
should  have  strict  regard  to  this  principle 
in  all  their  arrangements  for  the  annual 
meetings. 

Resolved,  That  no  persons  other  than 
those  chosen  by  the  Executive  Committee 
shall  be  permitted  to  make  speeches  at 
such  public  meetings,  without  a vote  of  the 
Society. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  raising  funds  for  the  support  of  a 
special  agency  to  Europe,  was  taken  up, 
and,  on  motion,  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
that  portion  of  the  Annual  Report  which 
relates  to  special  appeals,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
that  portion  of  the  annual  report  which 
relates  to  special  appeals  from  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  for  funds  to  meet  par- 
ticular cases,,  with  instructions  to  consider 
and  report  upon  the  best  mode  of  prevent- 
ing the  conflict  between  such  appeals  and 
the  regular  work  of  the  agents  of  the  State 
societies,  beg  leave  to  report — 

That  they  have  considered  the  subject 
committed  to  them,  and  are  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  necessary  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  work  which  we  have  in  hand,  and  to 
the  prudence,  wisdom,  and  economy  of 
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time,  effort  and  money,  by  which  all  our 
operations  ought  to  be  characterized,  that  ' 
as  far  as  practicable,  all  possibility  of  in- 
terference between  the  plans  and  acts  of  j 
tire  central  Board  at  Washington  and  those 
of  any  of  the  State  societies  should  be  pre-  |! 
vented.  Such  interference — unintentional  I 
your  committee  are' persuaded — has  oc-  , 
curred  during  the  past  year  in  more  than  ji 
one  instance,  and  been  productive  of  harm  i 
and  loss,  notwithstanding  the  resolution  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  passed  at  the  an-  i 
nual  meeting  in  1851.  I 

With  the  view  of  preventing  the  occur-  | 
rence  of  similar  evils,  your  committee  re-  j 
commend  the  adoption  of  the  following  re-  i 
solution  : 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  all  appeals  from 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  the  General 
Agent,  or  the  Executive  Committee,  for 
funds  for  any  purpose  connected  with  the 
objects  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety in  States  wherein  auxiliary  societies 
exist,  shall  be  made  only  through  said  so- 
cieties and  under  their  direction. 

Benj.  j.  Haight, 

Wm.  V.  Pettit, 
Leroy  M.  Lee, 

- Committee. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  subject  of  the  Graham  legacy,  pre- 
sented the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  question  of  the  disposal  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  Graham  legacy,  ask  leave  to  report  : 
That,  as  the  legacy  is  not  yet  paid  in  full, 
the  order  adopted  on  this  subject  last  year, 
be  continued  in  force  for  another  year. 

Joseph  Tracy,  Chaiiinan. 
William  Coppinger, 

R.  L.  Stanton. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution, 
presented  by  Gov.  Dutton,  were  taken  up, 
and,  on  motion,  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  testimony  has  been  given  in 
corurts  of  justice  , in  recent  criminal  trials, 
wh'ch,  if  worthy  of  credit,  would  estab- 
lish the  fact,  that  vessels  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade  have  been,  within  a few  years, 
fitted  out,  in  considerable  numbers,  for  the 
purpose,  in  the  ports  of  New  York,  Bos- 
ton and  other  places  ; and  such  vessels  are 
owned  by  persons  residing  in  said  cities  : 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  be 
appointed  to  examine  this  subject,  and  as-  j 


certain,  if  possible,  whether  such  state- 
ments are  true,  and  report  the  facts  which 
they  shall  find  established,  to  the  next  an- 
nual meeting. 

Messrs.  Dutton,  Foote,  Reese,  Tracy, 
and  Gregory,  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
presented  the  following  report,  which,  on 
motion,  was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  An- 
nual Report  as  relates  to  Liberia,  and  of 
the  report  on  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  that  country,  beg  leave 
to  recommend  to  the  Board  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Board  have  learne'd 
witlT  the  highest  satisfaction,  that,  in  the 
kind  providence  of  God,  the  Republic  of 
Liberia  continues  to  meet  the  most  san- 
guine expectations  of  its  friends,  and 
that  its  present  prosperous  condition,  and 
the  efficient  administration  of  its  affairs, 
command  the  respect  of  the  civilized 
world. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Board  will  not 
cease  to  exert  their  influence  to  secure,  at 
the  earliest  day  possible,  a recognition  of 
the  Independence  of  Liberia  ; and  that  it 
IS  the  belief  of  the  Board  that  the  omission 
on  the  part  of  our  Government  to  recog- 
nize the  indepen  lence  of  that  country,  is 
not  owing  to  any  want  of  friendly  feeling 
toward  that  Government  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States,  but 
owing  entirely  to  other  causes,  which,  in 
the  judgment  of  some  of  the  most  devoted 
friends  of  Liberia,  render  any  action  upon 
that  subject  inexpedient  for  the  present. 

The  committee  have  also  taken  into 
consideration  the  subject  of  founding  a 
settlement  in  the  interior  of  Liberia,  which 
they  conceive  it  important  for  this  Socie- 
ty to  press  at  present  only  so  far  as  to  as- 
certain the  important  fact  of  the  existence 
or  non-existence  of  the  malaria  causing 
the  disease  called  the  African  coast  fever, 
at  a certain  distance  from  the  coast,  and 
at  a certain  elevation  above  the  ocean. 
For  this  purpose,  the  committee  would' 
recommend  that  measures  be  taken,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  by  the  executive  offi- 
cers of  the  Society,  to  place  a certain  num- 
ber of  unacclimated  male  emigrants  at  the 
most  convenient  and  suitable  point  interior 
to  the  settlement  of  Bassa,  directly  from  the 
vessel,  at  a proper  elevation,  and  at  least  one 
day’s  most  speedy  travel  from  the  settle- 
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merit.  The  committee  believe  this  course 
will  prove  entirely  practicable  and  salu- 
tary, and  can  be  made  at  little  expense 
in  comparison  with  its  importance,  and  at 
no  sacrifice  of  life  ; and  that  tlie  expediency 
of  prosecuting  or  urging  any  settlement 
in  the  interior  by  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  will  thus  be  established. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  Commander 
Foote  on  the  subject  of  the  African  Squad- 
ron, under  the  Ashburton  treaty,  be  pub- 
lished in  the  African  Repository , coloniza- 
tion journals,  and  other- papers. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean, it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  and  Agents 
appointed  by  the  Board  at  tlieir  meeting 
last  year,  or  by  the  Executive  Committee, 
under  iiustructions  from  the  Board,  be  re- 
appoinied  for  another  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Disosway , it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Emi- 
gration report  to  the  Board  if  there  exist 
any  causes  for  the  complaints  which  have 
reached  tiiis  country  from  emigrants  sent 
out  by  this  Society,  as  to  their  proper  sup- 
plies, comfort,  and  treatment,  on  tlieir  pas- 
sage, or  after  their  arrival  there,  whilst 
under  the  charge  of  our  agents  in  Africa. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added 
to  the  By-kws  : 

Whenever  appeals  shall  be  taken  upon 
a matter  of  account  to  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, the  grounds  and  proof  in  the  matter 
shall  be  set  forth  in  writing,  as  well  on 
behalf  of  the  appellant  as  on  behalf  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  and,  on  presenta- 
tion, shall  be  referred,  without  del>ate,  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Accounts, 
whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  presented 
their  report,  and,  on  motion,  the  resolu- 
tions attached  thereto  were  adopted,  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  present 
embarrassed  state  of  the  funds,  the  State 
Societies  be  requested  to  remit  to  the  Pa- 
rent Society,  as  early  as  convenient,  such 
assistance  as  may  be  in  their  power  to 
render. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee be  authorized,  at  their  discretion, 
to  dispose  of  such  stock.s,  bonds,  and 
lands,  as  may  have  come  into  their  posses- 


sion, for  the  general  purposes  of  this  So- 
ciety, and  apply  the  same  to  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  debts  of  the  Society. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  pecuniary 
embarrassments  of  the  country,  and  the 
depressed  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Society, 
it  be  recommended  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  conduct  their  affiurs,  both  in 
reference  to  outlays  for  emigrants  and  in 
Liberia,  as  well  as  in  the  employment  of 
agents,  with  due  regard  to  the  liquidation 
of  the  debts  of  the  Society. 

Anson  G.  Phelps, 

Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Auxiliary  Societies 
presented  the  following  repoit,  which,  on 
motion,  was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Auxiliary  Societies 
respectfully  report  : 

That  the  subject  referred  to  them  is  one 
of  great  importance,  and  that  it  requires 
longer  and  more  careful  inquiries  and  con- 
sideration than  they  are  able  to  give  during 
the  present  session  of  the  Board,  and  they 
therefore  ask  leave  to  make  their  particu- 
lar report  at  the  next  annual  session. 

W.  Pakker  Foulke, 
H.  M.  Blodgett, 
Willi \M  H.  Allen, 
John  N.  McLeod. 

The  Committee  on  Agencies,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Reports  of  Agents  of  the 
Society,  presented  separate  reports  on  the 
several  agencies,  which,  on  motion,  were 
adopted. 

. Adjourned  to  9 o’clock  a.  m,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  January  19. 

The  board  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stanton, 

I the  minutes  of  the  last  session  were  read 
and  approved. 

I The’  President  read  the  following  letter 
from  the  Hon.  Justice  Wayne  : 

Washington,  January  IG,  1855. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I have  been  in  my 
chamber  for  more  than  a week  with  a 
sharp  attack  of  erysipelas  in  the  head  and 
face,  and  am  not  t-ijougli  relieved  to  ven- 
ture out.  Nothing  less  rhan  such  a cause 
should  prevent  me  fro  n attending  the  an- 
' niversary  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society  this  evening,  and  with  every  wish 
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for  its  prosperity,  and  determination  on 
my  part  to  do  all  that  I can  to  aid  it,  I 
am,  very  sincerely,  your  friend  and  obe- 
dient servant, 

James  M.  Wayne. 

Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey, 

Chair.  Ex.  Com.  A.  C.  S. 

The  following  resolution,  presented  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  was  taken  up,  and,  on 
motion,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  in  future  the  compensation 
of  all  State  or  other  local  agents  must  be 
made  from  funds  collected  by  themselves, 
unless  by  special  agreement  with  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  or  by  instructions  from 
the  Board." 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Society  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee for  publication. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Disosway,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Agen-  j 
cies  be  requested  to  prepare  some  plan  i 
of  general  application  ^r  the  efficient  es-  j 
tabhshment  and  continuance  of  agencies  j 
throughout  the  country,  and  to  report  at  j 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Agencies 
respecting  the  agency  of  Rev.  James 
Mitchell  was  taken  up  ; during  the  con- 
sideration of  which,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  agents  of  the  Society 
are  expected,  while  continuing  to  act  as 
agents,  to  conform  to  the  policy  of  the 
Society  in  all  the  relations  of  colonization, 
as  expressed  by  the  Board  at  its  annual 
meetings,  or  in  its  recess,  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pettit,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  Rev. 
Mr.  IMitchell,  as  agent  for  the  Northwest, 
be  accepted,  and  tint  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee be  recommended  to  re-appoint  Mr. 
Mitchell  to  the  office  he  formerly  held, 
provided  such  an  understanding  can  be 
arrived  at  with  him  as  will  secure  a con- 
formity by  the  agent  with  the  general 
policy  of  this  Society  ; and  further,  that 
such  a salary  shall  be  paid  to  the  said 
agent  as  may  be  agreed  upon  with  him. 

The  Committee  on  Emigration  presented 
the  following  report,  which,  on  motion, 
was  adopted  : 


The  Committee  on  Emigration,  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  annual  report 
and  statement  of  the  Executive  Committee 
as  relates  to  that  subject,  and  a paper  on 
the  same  subject  from  the  Rev.  J.  M. 
Pease,  ask  leave  to  report  as  follow's  : 

The  subject  deserves  a much  more 
thorough  examination  and  mo’e  extended 
report  than  is  possible  in  the  time  allowed 
them.  It  would  be  w’ell  to  examine  mi- 
nutely the  history  of  all  the  expeditions 
that  have  been  sent  out  for  several  yeai^s 
past;  the  characters  and  circumstances  of 
the  emigrants;  the  provision  made  for  them 
and  the  whole  treatment  they  have  received 
on  the  voyage  and  after  their  arrival;  and 
the  results  in  respect  to  their  life,  health, 
happiness  and  usefulness  in  Liberia.  It 
would  be  well,  also,  to  examine  all  the 
complaints  made  by  emigrants,  and  by 
others  on  their  behalf,  and  to  ascertain 
how  much  foundation  there  may  be  for 
any  of  them  in  fact,  and  what  remedies 
may  be  applied.  In.stead  of  this  a few 
brief  remarks  must  suffice. 

1.  The  matter  of  most  immediate  inter- 
est,*is  that  of  complaints  concerning  the 
treatment  of  emigrants. 

Those  complaints  which  have  made  the 
widest  and  deepest  impression  are  contain- 
ed in  the  published  letters  of  a recent  emi- 
grant, whose  good  intentions  the  committee 
do  not  question.  The  letters  themselves 
show,  however,  to  any  one  acquainted 
with  Liberian  politics,  that  the  complaints 
are  a part  of  the  arguments  with  w’hich 
one  political  party  is  hoping  to  prevail 
against  another  at  the  next  presidential 
election.  The  most  important  of  the  al- 
leged facts  are  not  personally  known  to 
the  writer,  nor  had  he  ever  had  the  neces- 
sary means  of  testing  the  accuracy  of  the 
statements  which  he  had  heard;  and  those 
statements  are  not  sustained  by  any  au- 
thentic information  received  at  the  office  of 
this  Society. 

Some  emigrants  have  complained  of 
over  crowding  and  discomfort  on  their 
voyage;  while  other  emigrants- by  the 
same  ships  made  no  such  complaint,  and 
even  ex[iressed  their  satisfaction  with  the 
voyage. 

Yet  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that,  owing 
to  the  impossibility  of  finding'  such  a ship 
as  was  desired  at  the  time  when  it  was 
wanted,  and  the  difficulty  of  refusing  emi- 
grants who  had  presented  themselves  with- 
out proper  previous  notice  and  were  anx- 
ious to  go,  the  number  sent  in  some  ves- 
sels has  been  undesirably  large.  But  how 
far  this  may  haveafiected  the  health  of  the 
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emigrants,  is  not  clearly  proved,  and  opin- 
ions differ.  j 

With  regard  to  accommodations  in  Li-  j 
beria,  it  is  well  known  that  the  receptacles 
built  fora  moderate  number  of  emigrants, 
several  years  since,  and  now  not  so  good  | 
as  new,  have  been  insufficient  for  the  num- 
ber of  emigrants  lately  sent,  and  the  agent 
has  been  obliged  to  supply  the  deficiency 
as  he  could,  by  hiring  buildings  which; 
were  private  property  ; and  it  has  some- 1 
times  been  difficult  io  procure  such  as  he  | 
desired.  With  respect  to  the  amount  of  i 
injury  or  discomfort  from  this  source,  | 
accounts  differ,  and  we  have  not  now  the 
means  of  deciding. 

Finally,  it  is  certain  that  the  continued 
life,  health,  and  happiness  of  emigrants 
depends  more  on  their  own  character  and 
conduct  than  on  all  other  causes  put  to- 
gether. There  has  been  very  little  sick- 
ness and  but  few  deaths  among  those  who, 
under  the  advice  of  the  physician,  have 
taken  proper  care  of  themselves. 

On  board  the  Sophia  Walker  there  was 
an  unusual  amount  of  sickness  and  death, 
owing  to  the  bad  quality  of  water,  which 
became  bad  on  the  voyage.  The  cause  of 
this  change  is  not  yet  ascertained.  It  was 
certainly  not  owing,  as  some  have  al-  ! 
leged,  to  the  bad  preparation  of  casks,  as  I 
the  same  change  occurred  in  casks  which 
had  been  proved  good  by  the  experience 
of  several  years. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  believe 
that  the  Executive  Officers  of  the  Society 
have  faithfully  endeavored  to  conduct  emi- 
gration with  all  due  regard,  not  only  to 
economy,  but  also  to  the  welfare  of  emi- 
grants ; and  that  experience  has  enabled 
them  to  make  many  important  improve- 
ments, and  will  enable  them  to  make 
others. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the 
committee, 

Joseph  Tracy, 
Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Haight,  it  was 

Besolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Emigration  be  published  in  the 
African  Repository,  and  other  colonization 
papers. 

Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  stated  that  he  desired 
to  present  three  resolutions,  which  he 
thought  of  some  importance,  but  as  we 
were  near  the  close  of  the  session,  he 
would  merely  ask  that  they  be  received 
and  laid  upon  the  table,  unless  some  gen- 
tleman should  deem  it  important  to  move 


their  adoption.  After  some  exchange  of 
opinion,  the  resolutions  were  received,  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  union  of  the  Northern 
and  Southern  sections  of  the  United  States, 
in  effsrts  for  the  establishment  of  Christian 
communities  of  voluntary  free  colored 
emigrants  in  Africa,  tends  to  strengthen 
and  perpetuate  the  political  ties  which 
make  us  one  nation,  and  to  advance  th* 
highest  interests  of  all  classes  of  our  popu- 
lation. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this 
meeting,  such  united  endeavors  by  citizens 
of  the  Northern  and  Southern  States  most 
effectually  tend  to  adjust  and  settle  all  sec- 
tional excitement  and  injurious  agitation 
in  regard  to  our  colored  population,  and 
to  rescue  Africa  from  the  ignorance,  super- 
stition, and  bondage  in  which  she  lias  for 
ages  been  enthralled. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  highly  important 
that  the  friends,  agents,  and  ether  repre- 
sentatives of  this  Society  should  seek,  in 
their  discourses  and  writings,  to  separate 
its  one  simple  and  grand  purpose  from 
all  questions  likely  to  create  distrust  or 
angry  controversies  between  the  North 
and  the  South,  and  to  present  the  cause  in 
such  a light  of  unquestionable  and  enlarged 
benevolence  as  must  commend  it  to  the 
reason  and  just  confidence  and  regard  of 
both. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregory,  it  was 
unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board 
be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  Society 
for  the  able  and  impartial  manner  in  which 
he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  chair 
on  this  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Board 
be  also  presented  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Board,  the  Executive  Committee,  and  other 
Officers,  for  tlieir  important  services  to  the 
cause. 

The  minutes  w^ere  then  read  and  ap 
proved. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  the 
third  Tuesday  in  January,  1856,  at  12 
o’clock  M. 

The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer  by 
Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley. 

John  H B.  Latrobe, 
President  Ji.  C.  S. 

D.  M.  Reese,  Secretary. 

J.  W.  Lugenbeel,,^ssb  Secretary, 
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Address  of  Goyernor  Dutton,  of  Connecticut, 

At  the  33th  Anniversary  of  the  A.  C.  S.,  January  16.  1855. 


Mr.  President:  [ know  of  no  way 
in  which  I can  beuer  justify  myself  for 
ticcupyin^  a small  portion  of  the  time  of 
this  audience,  than  by  presenting  some 
retisons  why  this  Society  deserves  a greater 
degree  of  confidence,  and  is  entitled  to  a 
wanner  support,  than  it  has  ever  done 
before. 

The  first  reason  w'hich  I sliall  suggest, 
i.s,  the  judicious  and  impartial  course 
which  it  has  pursued,  in  the  recent  exci- 
ted state  of  the  public  mind  on  the  subject 
of  slavery.  The  agitation  of  that  subject 
will,  as  a matter  of  course,  always,  to  some 
extent,  embarrass  the  operations  of  this 
Societ) — the  public  mind  has,  of  late,  as 
we  all  know,  been  more  sensitive  on  this 
exciting  topic  than  ever  before.  At  the 
South,  a strong  jealousy  has  prevailed, 
lest  an  institution,  which  they  consider 
exclusively  their  own,  should  be  dis- 
turbed, the'r  peace  destroyed  and  their 
safety  endangered,  by  the  zeal  of  its  en- 
emies in  other  parts  of  the  Union.  At  the 
North,  a.  universal  alarm  has  prevailed, 
lest  slavery  should  invade  territory^  hitherto 
free,  and  lest  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  wielded  by  the  friends  of 
the  peculiar  institution.  Under  these  cir-  : 
cumstances  your  .Sojiety,  Mr.  President, 
has  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  its  way, 
you  do  not  meddle  with  the  question, 
whether  slavery  shall  be  abolished,  or 
whether  it  shall  be  perpetuated  ; whether 
it  shall  be  restricted  within  narrower  lim- 
its, or  shall  be  allowed  to  pervade  a w'ider 
sphere — you  do  not  consider  yourselves  a 
tribunal  before  whom  men  are  to  be  ; 
brought  to  be  tried  and  punished  for  tneir 
otiei-ces — your  work  is  one  of  philanthro-  : 
j)y,  not  of  censure.  The  agitation  of  those  ' 
questions  which  convulse  the  Union  and  | 
in  the  opinion  of  some  threaten  its  disso-  | 
lution,  does  not  diminish  the  number  or  , 
relieve  the  w'retchedness  of  those  w'hose  ■ 
degradation  excites  your  pity — you  do  ; 
not  even  inquire,  whether  this  agitation  is  i 
justifiable  or  not — on  this  subject  you  leave  i 
men  to  think  and  act  as  they  please.  You  i 
see  a numerous  class,  scattered  through  | 
the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land,  w'ho 
are  li  ee  w.thout  the  privileges  of  freedom  ; 
whose  numbers  are  continually  increasing, 
and  w'hose  condition  here  is  without  hope 
cf  improvement-  It  is  difficult  to  decide, 
whether  their  condition  at  the  South  or  at 
the  North  is  most  to  be  deprecated.  In 
slaveholding  States  they  have  fewer  privi- 
leges, but  they  enjoy  a climate  more  con- 
genial to  their  physictil  nature,  and  they 


[1  are  less  isolated  in  their  condition.  In  the 
, ! non  slaveholding  States,  they  feel  the  baoe^ 
: ful  influence  of  a prejudice,  which, 
whether  well  founded  or  not,  deprive.s 
them  of  many  rights,  and  banishes  them 
I from  the  society  of  those  among  whom 
; they  dwell.  They  are  also  exposed  to  the 
' destructive  influence  of  an  uncongenial  cli- 
mate, W'hich  reduces  their  numbers  and 
threatens  them  with  extinction  Your  So- 
I ciety,  sir,  does  not  stop  to  enquire,  wT  ether 

■ they  are,  or  are  not,  suffering  injustice  at 
! the  hands  of  their  fellow  men.  They  are 

■ equally  entitled  to  commiseration,  and  to 
i relieve  their  miseries  wull  be  equally  meri- 
I torious,  wdiether  they  are  victims  of  op- 
! pression,  or  are  only  suffering  from  the 
I mysterious  visitations  of  Providence.  You 
I are  in  no  situation  to  punish  their  oppres- 

I sors  if  they  are  suffering  w'rongfully,  nor 
‘ to  elevate  their  condition,  so  long  as  they 
: remain  where  they  are.  But  you  have 
: discovered  a w'ay,  by  which  all  the  ends  of 
. benevolence  will  be  accomplished,  without 
disturbing  any  section  fd'  the  Union,  and 
I by  means  of  which  both  the  white  and  the 
; colored  race  will  receive  immediate  relief. 

I The  W'ay  is  one  which  it  required  no  ge- 
I nius  to  discover,  but  w’hich  needs  only  to 
I be  stated  to  be  approved.  It  is  the  plain 
I and  obvious  way  of  restoring  the  free  col- 
ored race  to  the  land  of  their  nativity — 

! there  is  unoccupied  territories  enough 
I there  to  accommodate  them  all  ; a climate 
' calf.alaied  to  ensure  life  and  health,  and  a 
i soil  fertile  enough  to  sustain  them  and 
j their  posterity. 

; Another  reason  is,  that  this  Society  is 
truly  of  a national  character — many  of  the 
benevolent  as.sociations  of  the  day  are  ne- 
' cessarily  sectional.  Their  operations  are 
i limited  to  certain  portions  of  the  country, 
i'  and,  how’ever  praiseworthy,  are  not  cai- 
!'  culated  to  foster  a national  spirit.  But  I 
■ understand,  sir,  that  every  State  in  the 
Union  has  already  received  benefits  from 
i|  this  Society,  and  has  an  interest  in  its  fu- 
ture  efforts.  In  the  present  excited  state 
;|  of  the  public  niind  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
j very,  something  is  wanted  to  allay  the 
bitterness  of  feeling  which  sectional  inter- 
ests and  jealousies  are  calculated  to  create. 
Nothing  is  so  w’ell  adapted  to  promote 
harmony,  as  for  all  parties  to  be  engaged 
together  in  some  great  w’ork  of  benevo- 
lence. Love  and  malice  cannot  dw’ell  to- 
gether in  the  same  breast.  Here  is  a work 
of  philanthropy  in  which  all  can  unite. 
Here  extremes  may  meet,  without  any 
abandonment  of  their  peculiar  principles. 
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Whatever  views  men  may  entertain,  on 
the  subject  of  slavery,  whether  they  be-  | 
lieve  as  1 (Jo,  that  it  is  a violation  of  the  | 
laws  of  nature,  a blight  and  a curse,  pro-  ; 
ductive  of  evil  and  only  of  evil  continually,  j] 
the  continuance  of  which  for  a moment,  i 
nothing  would  justify,  but  a well  grounded  - 
apprehension  of  the  substitution  of  greater  j 
evils  by  an  attempt  to  abolish  it,  or  I 
whether  they  regard  it  as  some  profess  to  ! 
do,  as  an  institution  sanctioned  by  God  | 
himself,  and  constituting  the  best  condition  ' 
of  society,  in  one  thing,  it  seems  to  me  all  ! 
must  agree,  that  the  residence  of  free  col-  | 
ored  persons  in  this  country,  is  undesira- 
ble both  to  themselves  and  to  the  whites, 
and  that  their  removal  would  be  a national 
blessing.  I regard  it,  sir,  as  peculiarly 
proper  that  this  Society  should  hold  its 
annual  meetings  in  the  capitol  of  the  nation 
and  during  the  session  of  the  N’ational  Le- 
gislature, that  that  body  may  have  cogni- 
zance of  its  proceedings. 

This  Society,  sir,  is  also  national  in 
another  respect — it  has  no  community  of 
interest  in  feeling,  with  any  of  the  variaus  | 
parties  which  divide  up  our  population,  j 
We  stand  hereon  a platform  broacl  enough 
to  hold  men  of  every  religious  creed  and 
of  every  political  faith.  It  is  not  a Balti- 
more platform  or  Syracuse  platform  or  any 
of  the  political  platforms.  We  need  not 
stop  to  enquire  whether  the  man  who  takes 
his  position  here,  is  a Democrat  or  a 
Whig  ; an  anti-slavery  man  or  a pro-sla- 
very man  ; a Know  Something  or  a ^ 
Know  Nothing  ■,  if  he  is  a genuine  phi-  li 
lanthropist,  we  will  hail  him  as  a brother,  i 

Another  reason,  Mr.  President,  why  this 
Society  shoukl  be  patronised,  and  eiicour- 1| 
aged  to  press  its  claims  upon  our  National 
Legislature,  is,  that  the  character  of  our  | 
nation  is  suffering  and  de.servedly  suffer-  ’ 
ing,  in  the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world,  for 
its  treatment  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia. 

It  is  incomprehensible  to  many,  why  our 
Government  should  not  have  been  the  first 
to  acknowledge  her  independence.  It  was  i 
reasonable  to  suppose  thatihe  similarity  of  , 
her  condition  with  that  of  our  own  Bepub- , 
lie,  in  the  days  of  her  infancy,  the  recol- 1 
lection  of  the  pleasure  which  the  recogni-  | 
tion  of  our  independence  gave,  and  theen-  i 
couragement  anil  aid  which  it  afforded,  and  ; 
especially  the  fact  that  the  Colonists  of  Li-  j 
beria  were  once  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
try, would  have  prompted  early  action  on  |i 
the  part  of  our  Government.  Instead  of 
this  course,  an  example  has  been  set  by 
others,  and  we  still  hesitate  about  follow-  ! 
ing  it.  Aristocratic  England,  Imperial  i 
France,  Despotic  Prussia,  Monarchical 
Belgium,  and  Slaveholding  Brazil,  have 
all  voluntarily  and  freely  slept  forward 


and  taken  the  young  Republic  by  the  hand 
and  introduced  her  into  the  family  of  na- 
tions, while  Republican  America  stands 
aloof.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the  honor  of 
the  nation,  that  some  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  this  course  may  yet  be  given. 

I believe,  Mr.  President,  that  our  public 
servants  have  misapprehended  the  views 
and  wishes  of  their  constituents  on  this 
subject.  I am  satisfied  that  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  are  prepared  not  only  to 
hail  the  acknowledgment  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  Liberia  as  a just  and  noble 
act,  but  to  approve  of  a liberal  appropria- 
tion, to  aid  the  beneficent  efforts  of  this 
; Society.  That  Congress  has  the  constitu- 
I tional  power  to  make  such  an  appropria- 
tion, has  been  demonstrated  before  you, 

I Mr.  President,  by  high  judicial  authority. 

, That  it  will  take  an  early  opportunity,  to 
j appropriate  some  of  the  surplus  money  in 
j the  Treasury  to  such  a great  national 
I object,  i?  a consummation  devoutly  to  be 
I wished. 

i Liberia,  Mr.  President,  deserves  to  have 
j her  independence  acknowledged.  She 
j planted  herself  on  the  extreme  limit  of  a 
I vast  continent,  relying  upon  the  conquer- 
I ring  power  of  love  to  man,  and  on  aid 
' from  One  who  is  able  to  save — although 
i attacked  by  savage  tribes,  instigated  by 
the  fiends  who  traffic  in  human  flesh  anai 
blood  , she  has  hitherto  sustained  herself 
and  may  now  be  regarded  as  .safe  When 
we  compare  what  she  has  done  with  what 
other  colonies  have  accomplished,  we  do 
not  take  into  the  account,  the  disadvan- 
tages under  which  she  has  labored.  We 
forget  that  a large  proportion  of  tlie  col- 
onists, had  been  kept  here  in  a state  of  ig- 
norance and  dependence  ; that  they  were 
called  on  to  discharge  the  duties  of  free- 
men and  legislators,  without  having  ob- 
tained the  usual  qualifications,  and  with- 
out having  the  advantage  of  experience. 
They  were  also  called  on  to  make  and  ad- 
minister laws  not  only  for  themselves  but 
for  a much  larger  native  population, 
wholly  unacquainted  with  the  usages  of 
civilized  society.  Prom  being  under  a 
state  of  tutilage  themselves,  they  were  sud- 
denly placed  in  the  condition  of  guardians 
and  conservators  of  others.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  wise  laws  have  been  enacted  and 
enforced  ; free  institutions  established, 
and  all  the  functions  of  government  ad- 
ministered in  a highly  satisfactory  man- 
ner. Not  a colony  which  was  planted 
on  our  Atlantic  coast,  made  such  rapid 
progress. 

«The  disclosures  which  have  been  recent- 
ly made  in  our  court*  of  justice,  and  in 
publications,  in  which,  according  to  the 
taste  of  the  day,  the  authors  proclaim  their 
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ovTn  crimes,  and  glory  in  their  shame, 
shewing  that  tlie  slave  trade  is  still  carried 
on  to  an  alarming  extent,  is  another  reason 
for  sustaining  this  Society.  If  these  dis- 
closures can  be  credited,  the  plague-spot 
is  to  be  found  even  in  New  York  and 
Boston.  Men  are  to  be  found  in  those  ' 
cities  rolling  in  wealth,  and  setting  perni-  j 
cious  examples  of  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance, from  the  fruits  of  this  worst  of  pi-  j 
racy.  Will  not  these  facts  startle  our  Na-  j 
tional  Councils,  and  urge  them  to  speedy  i 
action?  If  they  suffer  the  laws  of  the  ij 
country  to  be  thus  violated,  can  they  es-  ij 
cape  the  condemnation  and  contempt  ofi| 
the  civilized  world?  Vfho  can  read,  in  a ! 
work  designed  to  apologize  for  the  traffic,  ' 
the  sickening  details  of  the  manner  in  j 
which,  at  the  present  day,  a slave-ship  is  | 
freighted  ; of  the  terror  that  seizes  the  | 
helpless  victims  of  brute  force,  when  then 
slave  merchants  visit  a native  village  ; of 
the  abandonment  of  husbands  and  fathers, 
for  the  sake  of  gain,  of  every  feeling 
which  distinguishes  a man  from  a brute, 
without  determining,  if  possible,  to  make 
new  efforts  to  put  a stop  to  such  atrocities? 
Are  we  to  infer  from  these  disclosures  that 
the  vessels  of  war  stationed  on  the  African 
coast  are  to  be  withdrawn?  Certainly  j 
not.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  where- |i 
ever  a colony  has  been  planted  on  the  |l 
coast,  this  infernal  traffic  has  been  sup-  j 
pressed.  The  only  legitimate  conclusion  | 
that  can  be  drawn  is,  that  it  is  by  the  I 
combined  efforts  of  a naval  force  and  Col-  I 
onization  that  the  slave-trade  is  to  be  stop- 
ped. One  tithe  of  the  expense  which  is 
now  deluging  Europe  with  blood  would  i 
plant  a colony  on  every  head-land,  and  ’ 
station  a vessel  of  war  at  the  mouth  of 
every  inlet  and  harbor  on  the  coast,  and  ■ 
thus  prevent  the  erection  of  a single  bara- 
coon.  Ij 

Mr.  President,  let  me  urge  another  rea-  jj 
son  why  a strong  effort  should  be  made  I 
at  the  present  peculiar  condition  of  the  j 
world  in  favor  of  this  cause.  There  never 
was  so  favorable  an  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting a contrast  between  great  public 
objects,  prosecuted  on  one  side  by  the 
deadly  agency  of  war,  and  on  the  other 
by  the  benign  influence  of  peace.  More 
than  half  Europe  is  now  engaged  in  a most 
fearful  struggle.  Never  before  have  the 
shocking  details  of  the  battle  field  been 
exhibited  in  such  a revolting  light ; nev*er 
before  has  the  destruction  of  life  by  con- 
tending armies  had  so  much  the  appear- 
ance of  wanton,  deliberate  murder  ; never 
before  has  there  been  so  little  of  what  is 
noble  and  praiseworthy  in  motive  or  deed, 
to  draw  off  the  attention  from  what  is 
brutal  and  degrading.  It  is  difficult  for 


most  men  to  understand  the  cause  of  this 
expenditure  of  money  and  life,  and  they 
are  disposed  to  enquire,  with  Wordsworth's 
simple-minded  little  Wilhelmine,  “ What 
did  they  kill  each  other  for?”  We  shall 
be  told,  I suppose,  that  it  is  to  protect  the 
rights  of  a portion  of  the  human  race. 
Never  before  did  a work  of  benevolence 
present  such  a hideous  appearance.  But 
let  us  allow  the  claim.  If  we  can  secure 
the  happiness  of  another  portion  of  the 
race,  having  stronger  claims  upon  us  than 
the  Turks  have  upon  the  English  or 
French,  by  improving  property,  by  saving 
life,  and  promoting  civilization  and  Chris- 
tianity, ought  we  not  to  do  it?  There  is 
danger  that  benevolence,  if  it  resorts  alone 
to  Minie  rifles  and  Colt’s  pistols  to  accom- 
plish its  objects,  will  not  be  identified,  and 
will  be  mistaken  for  something  else. 

Mr.  Resident,  there  never  was  so  fa- 
vorable a time  for  an  effort  in  the  cause  of 
humanity.  Civilization  has  advanced 
more  rapidly  within  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century  than  ever  before.  Barbarism  has 
remained  stationary,  or  retrograded.  The 
{TOwer  of  the  former  to  overcome  the  re- 
sistance of  the  latter,  is,  therefore,  greater 
than  ever  before,  while  the  result  of  suc- 
cess is  to  the  same  extent  proportionably 
more  important. 

The  contact  of  the  two  is  also  safer  than 
ever  before.  It  has  been  too  often  the 
case  that  the  vices  of  civilization  have  to 
a great  degree  counteracted  the  effects  of 
its  improvements,  and  that,  as  in  the  case  of 
of  our  first  parents  tasting  of  the  tree  of 
knowledge,  has  to  the  savage,  been  the 
precursor  of  death.  While  philanthropy 
has  extended  to  him  the  waters  of  life, 
avarice  has  followed,  presenting  the  poi- 
soned cup.  But  now  that  great  moral 
reformatio-n,  which  is  extending  its  benign 
influence  so  rapidly  over  the  whole  civi- 
lized world,  will  give  its  protection  to 
those  who  are  just  learning  the  rudiments 
of  civilization  and  Christianity. 

Mr.  President,  the  proof  that  is  continual- 
ly augmenting,  that  the  colored  race  is  not 
necessarilyinferior  to  the  whites  in  intellect- 
ual and  moral  powers,  furnishes  the  friends 
of  this  Society  with  another  motive  for  per- 
severing effort.  Not  a year  passes  which 
does  not  exhibit  among  them  instances  of 
strong  mental  faculties,  and  of  high  moral 
attainments.  This  never  would  be  the 
case  if  there  was  any  physical  weakness  as- 
sociated with  the  color  of  the  skin.  All 
the  analogies  of  nature  are  opposed  to  any 
such  idea.  A dark  soil  indicates  to  the 
husbandman  fertility,  and  a light-colored 
one  barrenness.  The  blackest  jet  is  capa- 
ble of  as  high  a polish  as  the  whitest  ala- 
baster. The  Roman  poet,  wha  exceli©? 
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all  others  in  his  observations  on  the  pro-  j 
ductions  of  the  earth,  warns  us  | 

“ Nimiiim  ne  crede  colori  ; _ | 

Alba  ligustra  caduiit,  vaccinia  nigra  leguntur.”  [ 

'J'o  color  do  not  trust ; i 

vVhite  fruits  are  left  to  fall  off  and  decay,  j 

Wlrile  blackberries  are  pick’d  and  borne  away.  j 

Africa,  Mr.  President,  is  too  fine  a conti-  ; 
nent  to  remain  any  longer  a waste.  A rich  i 
soil  and  a tropical  sun  will  enable  it  to  I 
produce  in  abundance  all  the  drugs,  spices,  i 
and  fruits  for  which  the  world  now  de-  : 
pends  on  the  East  and  West  Indies.  No  , 
quarter  of  the  globe  can  vie  with  it  in  com-  i 
mercial  advantages.  It  only  needs  an  in-  i 
telligent  and  enterprising  population  to  j 
secure  a large  siiare  of  the  trade  which  I 
now  takes  a devious  and  dangerous  course 
round  the  Cape  of  Good  Piope. 

Mr.  President,  the  rest  of  the  world  1 
owes  a debt  to  Africa  which  ought  to  be  i 
recognized.  It  has  now  run  over  3,000  i 
years,  and  there  is  danger  of  its  being  out-  j 
lawed.  In  tracing  the  history  of  the  world  i 
to  the  most  remote  antiquity,  Africa  ap-  | 
pears  to  have  been  the  mother  of  the  arts  ^ 
and  sciences,  and  to  have  carried  them  t(f  : 
a high  degrefe  of  perfection.  Many  a 1 
modern  genius  has  made,  as  he  supposed,  ! 
a wonderful  new  invention,  but  lias  found  ! 
to  l\is  mortification  that  it  is  as  old  as  the  j 
Catacombs  of  Egypt,  and  that  if  he  | 
should  apply  for  a patent,  his  right  might  | 
be  disputed  by  a mummy.  Africa  alone  ! 
has  preserved  and  transmitted  to  us  actual  ; 
exhibits  of  persons,  articles,  and  customs,  I 
that  existed  more  than  thirty  centuries  ago.  ! 
From  Africa  the  light  of  science  penetrated  * 
Greece,  and  from  Greece  it  was  dissemina- 1 
ted  through  the  rest  of  the  world.  If  Africa  j 
had  always  been  the  dark  region  which  it  i 
is  now,  who  can  tell  how  many  centuries  j 


I the  civilization  of  Europe  would  have  been 
I retarded.  Who  can  assure  us  that  instead 
j of  Americans  being  assembled  to  consult 
I for  the  enlightenment  of  Africa,  a compa- 
; ny  of  Europeans  would  not  have  been  now 
met,  to  speculate  on  the  probability  of  find- 
■ ing  a new  continent  beyond  the  untried 
I Atlantic  ocean.?  Who  can  estimate  the 
, influence  which  the  pyramids  have  had 
upon  the  progress  of  the  human  race 
Thus  they  have  stood  for  more  than  three 
thousand  years,  the  wonder  and  admira- 
tion of  more  than  one  hundred  generations, 
a living  proof  of  how  much  the  skill  and 
energy  and  combined  action  of  man  can  ac- 
complish. Who  can  gaze  at  those  gigan- 
tic productions  of  human  power  without 
! enlarged  views  of  his  own  ability,  and  a 
i more  determined  purpose  to  produce  some- 
! thing  which  will  last  beyond  his  own  life, 
j Silently,  unconsciously, undesignedly, they 
also  teach,  and  have  for  ages  taught,  a 
great  moral  lesson,  that  no  monument 
: raised  by  man  can  endure  the  ravages  of 
time  which  has  not  its  foundations  laid 
! broad  upon  the  earth,  and  unless  it  points 
; towards  heaven.  Such  a monument,  let 
I us  trust,  this  Society  is  now  erecting. 

i In  all  its  physical  qualities,  Africa  is  the 
' same  now  as  itwas  when  the  foundationsof 
! the  pyramids  were  laid,  and  when  Thebes 
I was  the  first  city  of  the  world.  The  same 
I soil  is  there  which  at  a later  day  nurtured 
the  iron  frame  of  Hannibal,  and  the  same 
vertical  rays  of  the  sun  now  scorch  the 
eapth  which  filled  _his  soul  with  such  fiery 
energy.  If  under  the  influence  of  civiliza- 
tion, depressed  by  heathenism,  Afrfca 
j could  produce  a Hannibal,  why  may  we 
i not  hope  that  the  same  civilization,  ele- 
: vated  by  Christianity,  will  yet  give  birth 
I to  a Washington.? 


Address  of  Commander  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  N. 

At  the  38th  Anniversary,  January  16.  1855. 


Mr.  President — I cannot  plead  phys- 
ical debility,  as  the  worthy  Governor  of 
my  own  State  has  done  in  the  exordium 
of  his  logical,  classical  and  perspicuous  ad- 
dress, even  should  I fail  in  making  or  in 
sustaining  good  points  while  advocating 
the  cause  of  African  Colonization.  On 
other  grounds,  however,  I can  claim  the  in- 
dulgence of  this  audience,  for  you,  Mr. 
President,  will  bear  me  witness,  that  when 
invited  last  evening,  to  participate  in  the 
exercises  on  this  occasion  1 declined  for 
want  of  preparation  ; and  even  to-day, 
when  the  request  was  renewed,  I replied 
outegorically,  positively,  and  unequivocally, 
VO ! But  called  upon  now  for  the  third 
lime,  I yield  to  the  importunity,  with 
the  kope,  that  personal  knowledge  and  ex- 


perience, with  an  array  of  facts  which 
are  the  strongest  arguments,  will  compen- 
sate in  a measure  for  the  want  of  a care- 
fully prepared  address. 

Colonies  have  been  founded  in  different 
ages  from  a multiplicity  of  motives.  There 
have  been  penal  colonies — military  colo- 
nies, and  colonies  established,  as  in  the 
early  settlements  of  parts  of  our  own 
country,  from  religious  and  political  con- 
siderations. In  penal  colonies  a new  ele- 
ment characterizes  the  modern  system,  the 
object  being  not  merely  to  remove  the 
criminal  but  to  reform  him.  It  is  a great 
result  in  this  respect,  that  in  Australia, 
there  are  now  powerful  communities,  rick 
with  the  highest  elements  of  civilization, 
constituted  lo  a great  extent  of  those  who 
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otherwise,  as  the  children  of  criminals,  [ 
would  have  been  born  to  cells  and  stripes,  ' 
if  not  brandings  and  gibbets,  as  their  in-  ] 
heritance.  i 

In  this  age,  especially  in  our  own  coun-  | 
try,  we  are  called  to  the  noble  task  of  pre- 
venting ratlier  than  punishing  ; of  raising 
society  from  the  pollution  of  vice  rather 
than  curing  or  expelling  it.  This  higher 
effort,  which  is  natural  to  the  spirit  of|l 
Christianity,  should  have  accompanied  it  jj 
everywhere  ; a nation  is  responsible  for  its  j 
inhabitants,  and  ought  to  master  whatever  | 
tends  to  crime  among  them.  Those  whom 
it  sends  abroad  ought  to  be  its  citizens,  not 
its  reprobates.  It  owes  to  the  world,  that 
the  average  amount  of  virtue  in  it  accom- 
pany its  transferred  communities,  so  that 
the  world  does  not  suffer  by  the  transfer- 
rence.  This  ought  to  be  the  case  when  a 
race,  like  the  free  African,  is  transported 
toa-location  more  suitable  ; and  we  believe 
that  the  higher  and  the  better  motives  have 
characterized  the  American  Colonization 
Society  in  its  effort  of  reiuraing  the  negro 
race  to  its  own  land  ; we  believe  that  the  I 
transfer  of  that  race  to  its  more  suitable  ^ * 
locality  is  mainly  an  effort  of  philanthropic  ; 
benevolence.  Its  motives,  however,  excel  , 
in  degree,  not  in  kind.  The  same  induce- 
ments which  at  all  times  influenced  colo- 
nizing measures,  have  had  their  place, 
with  more  or  less  force,  in  these  schemes. 

In  deriving  support  for  them  it  has  been 
necessary  to  appeal  to  every  motive,  and 
seek  assistance  by  every  inducement. 

In  presenting  the  claims  of  colonization, 
the  increase  of  national  prosperity,  the 
promotion  of  national  commerce,  the  relief 
of  national  difficulties,  the  preservation  of 
national  quiet  by  the  exodus  of  this  race, 
have  all  been  urged  in  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country  and  on  different  orders 
of  men.  But  notwithstanding  this  appeal  | 
to  the  selfishness  of  luiman  nature,  the  i 
best  and  holiest  principles  were  put  prom-  | 
inently  forward,  and  men  of  correspond-  j 
ing  character  called  forth  to  direct  them,  j 
They  were  truly  efforts  of  Christianity,  i 
throwing  its  solid  intelligence  and  earnest  j 
affections  into  action  for  the  conquest  of  a 
continent,  by  returning  the  Africans  to  I 
their  home,  and  making  this  conquest  a 1 
work  of  faith  and  labor  of  love.  | 

The  slavery  imported  and  grafted  on  j 
this  country  by  foreign  political  suprema- 
cy, when  the  country  was  he'pless,  ♦las  I 
been  subjected  to  a trial  never  undergone  | 
by  such  an  institution  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world.  An  enemy  held  dominion 
where  slavery  existed,  and  while  the  mas- 
ter* were  called  upon  to  fight  for  their  own 
political  independence,  there  was  oppor- 
tunity for  the  ilaye  to  revolt  or  escape  if 


such  had  been  his  wish.  Those  who  are 
not  acquainted  with  the  ties  uniting  the 
slave  to  his  master’s  household,  and  the 
interest  he  feels  in  his  master’s  welfare, 
would  expect  that  when  a hostile  army  was 
present  to  rescue  and  defend  them',  the 
whole  slave  population  would  rise  with 
eager  fury  to  avenge  their  subjection,  or 
with  eager  hope  to  escape  from  it.  But 
the  historical  truth  is,  that  very  few  indeed 
of  the  colored  men  of  the  United  States, 
whether  slave  or  free,  joined  the  English 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Thus  the  im- 
pression, that  the  position  and  influence  of 
the  negro  in  society  would  forever  check 
the  republican  spirit  and  keep  the  coun- 
try in  dependence,  frustrated  the  recorded 
expectation  of  those  who  forced  this  evil 
upon  a reluctant  people. 

The  small  number  of  colored  persona 
who  did  join  the  English,  produced  no 
slight  difficulty.  That  small  number  ought 
perhaps  to  have  been  easily  amalgamated 
somehow  or  other,  with  the  vast  a/nount 
of  ihe  English  population  ; that  this  did 
not  happen,  and  did  not  seem  possible,  is 
•perfectly  evident  ; either  color,  character, 
or  position,  or  something  else  which  it  is 
for  the  English  people  to  explain,  prevent- 
ed this.  Many  of  them  were  found  in  the 
lanes  and  dens  of  vice,  in  London,  4here 
combining  incumbrance,  nuisance  and 
danger.  This  condition  of  things,  excited 
the  attention  of  Granville  Sharpe  and  other 
English  philanthropists,  and  led  to  the 
foundation  of  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone. 
Great  Britain  found  herself  hampered  on 
a subsequent  occasion  with  the  charge  of 
a few  hundreds  of  the  maroons,  or  inde- 
pendent free  negroes  of  Jamaica.  It  was 
known  that  it  would  not  answer  to  mingle 
them  with  the  slave  population  of  that 
island.  They  were  sent  to  Sierra  Leone 
and  afterwards  constituted  the  most  wor- 
thy part  of  its  population. 

Similar  difficulties  have  pressed  with  a 
manifold  weight  on  society  in  this  coun- 
try: Jefferson,  with  other  distinguished 
statesmen,  endeavored  to  remedy  them.  A 
suitable  location  in  the  lands  of  the  West 
was  sought  after  for  the  settlement  of  the 
free  negroes.  The  Portuguese  govern- 
ment was  also  sounded  for  the  acquisition 
of  some  place  in  South  America.  But 
these  schemes  were  comparatively  value- 
less, for  they  wanted  the  main  requisite, 
that  Africa  itself  should  share  in  the  un- 
dertaking Christian  benevolence  now 
looked  abroad  upon  the  face  of  the  world 
to  examine  its  condition  and  its  wants. 
Africa  was  seen  looming  up  in  the  dis- 
tance, dark,  gloomy,  and  vast  and  hope- 
less— with  Egyptian  darkness  upon'  it— 
“ darkness  that  might  be  felt;”  while  na- 
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lions,  professedly  Christian,  plundered  it 
with  an  extent  and  atrocity  of  rapine, 
Buch  as  never  elsewhere  had  been  seen. 
Africa,  therefore,  became  the  object  of 
deep  interest  to  the  Christian  philanthropy 
of  this  country,  and  all  things  concurred 
to  bring  out  some  great  enterprize  for  its 
benefit  and  that  of  the  African  race  in  the 
United  States.  After  repeated  efforts  and  | 
failures,  a plan  was  matured  ; a meeting  j 
was  called  in  this  city  on  the  25th  of  De- 
cember, 1816,  and  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society  was  formed  wiih  the  resolu- 
tion to  be  free,  and  Christian  and  na- 
tional. 

There  was  peace  in  the  world.  Society 
was  awakening  to  a remorseful  consider- 
ation of  the  iniquities  which  had  been 
practiced  on  the  African  race  in  their 
own  land,  and  upon  the  same  population 
in  this.  The  gradual  emancipation  of 
slaves,  as  favored  by  Jefferson  and  others 
in  the  early  days  of  the  republic,  was  dis- 
cussed. But  the  objects  sought  irr  the 
formation  of  the  Colonization  Society, 
were  the  removal  and  benefit  of  the  free 
colored  population,  together  with  such 
slaves  as  might  have  freedom  extended  to 
them  with  the  view  of  settlement  in  Africa. 
And  thus  the  work  of  forming  an  African 
nation  in  Africa,  with  republican  feel- 
ingsi,  impressions  and  privileges,  wa.s  com- 
menced. 

A faithful  history  would  furnish  a dark 
gh-tdy  as  well  as  a sunny  side  ; pestilence 
and  war,  suffering  and  death,  marked  the 
early  history  of  our  African  Colony.  In 
the  year  1837,  fifteen  years  from  the  settle- 
ment at  Cape  Mesurado,  there  were  four 
distinct  associations  at  work  in  Liberia; 
each  with  its  own  little  colony  established  I 
in  such  spots  as  chance  seems  to  have  di-  | 
rected.  There  was  a mass  of  conflicting  ! 
ordisconnected  organizations, with  separate  j 
sources  of  authority  and  separate  systems 
of  management,  without  common  head  or  j 
common  spirit.  Each  colony  was  isolated 
amid  encompassing  barbarism,  and  far  j 
more  likely,  if  left  to  itself,  to  fall  back  j 
under  the  power  of  that  wnich  surrounded 
it,  than  to  establish  good  policy  or  civili-  ■ 
zation  among  the  savage  African  cornmu-  ' 
nities  with  which  they  were  brought  in 
contact.  In  this  slate  of  things  the  Amer- 
ican Colonization  Society , after  consulting 
with  the  State  Societies,  drew  up  a common 
constitution  for  the  colonies  and  established 
the  commonwealth  of  Liberia.  After  an  j 
efficient  administration,  during  which  the  ! 
people  had  begun  to  be  the  government, 
it  was  there,  even  among  colored  people, 
thown,  that  human  nature  has  capacity  for 
its  highest  ends  on  earth,  and  there  is  no 
difficulty  or  mystery  in  governing  society. 


which  men  of  common  sense  or  common 
honesty  cannot  overcome.  Governor 
Buchanan  died  in  harness.  Then  and 
there  was  a remarkable  man  withdrawn 
from  the  world.  His  character  and  his 
eulogium  may  be  found  in  his  deeds — they 
have  a voice  to  tell  their  own  tale.  It  is 
well  knov/n  .that  Roberts,  a colored  man, 

I the  present  President  of  Liberia,  succeeded 
1 Buchanan  as  Governor  of  tiie  Common- 
wealth; this  totally  separated  and  individ- 
ualized the  African  race  as  the  managers 
of  local  affairs,  and  made,  as  to  internal 
concerns,  all  things  their  own 

The  physical,  material,  and  political  re- 
sources or  agencies  were  small.  A few 
men,  in  a distant  land,  had  taken  up  the 
subject  of  African  colonization  amidst  the 
national  strifes,  political  controversies,  and 
gigantic  enterprises  of  a mighty  nation, 
and  held  fast  to  it.  A few  of  pre-eminent 
generosity  surrendered  their  slaves,  or 
wealth,  or  personal  endeavors  to  forward 
it.  No  one  could  stand  on  Cape  Messu- 
rado  and  see  the  intermingled  churches  and 
houses  ; the  broad  expanses  of  interior 
waters,  bordered  by  residences,  and  see 
a people,  elevated  far,  very  far,  to  say 
the  least,  above  those  of  their  color  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  without  the  con- 
sciousness that  a great  work  was  begup. 
It  indicated  a great  fact  in  the  history  of 
the  negro  race  ; and  it  may  be  presumed 
that  no  w the  tidings  are  circulating  through 
the  depths  of  the  interior  that  peace  has 
come  from  the  West,  and  that  an  Ai'rican 
people  has  returned  to  bless  their  old  dark 
continent  with  light  and  truth. 

Liberia  as  a commonwealth  was  in  the 
eyes  of  national  law  no  government.  The 
I colony  was  founded  by  individuals  in  the 
I United  States,  not  by  the  government, 
j therefore  the  United  States  could  not  af- 
j ford  the  necessary  protection  when  the 
right  to  extend  jurisdiction,  regulate  trade, 
j and  substitute  fixed  duties,  should  be 
claimed  by  the  Liberians.  For  these  and 
j other  evils  with  which  Liberia  was  op- 
j pressed,  independence  was  the  only  reme- 
dy. Individuals  from  all  sections  of  our 
country,  bearing  on  them  the  imperial 
' character  of  their  nation,  had  transmitted 
it  by  the  dark-skinned  race  to  vivify  with 
liberty  and  self-government  the  great  slave- 
land  of  the  world.  This  was  perhaps  an 
honor  higher  than  they  aimed  at.  The 
few  judicious  men  of  Liberia  saw  the 
I necessity  of  making  the  experiment.  The 
! outlines  of  a constitution,  as  far  as  that 
already  existing  needed  modification,  were 
borrowed  from  that  of  the  United  States. 
A declaration  of  independence  was  drawn 
up  andproclaimed  in  the  year  1847  ; and 
Roberts,  the  governor,  whose  state  of  pu- 
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pilage  had  been  passed  under  the  master  | 
mind  of  Buchanan,  was  elected  President 
of  the  Republic.  England,  France,  Prus- 
sia, Belgium,  and  Brazil,  have  successive- 
y acknowledged  the  independence  of  Li-  I 
beria.  i 

Our  estimate  of  the  colonists  must  Kot  I 
be  conformed  to  the  standard'of  an  Araeri-  [ 
can  population.  Keeping  this  in  view,  I 
the  visitor  ^^^11  find  the  government  and  | 
t he  people  presenting  an  aspect  altogether  I 
more  favorable  than  he  is  prepared  to  find,  | 
udging  them  from  their  race,  when  in 
contact  with  a white  population.  The  i 
country  is  theirs  ; they  are  lords  of  the 
soil  ; and  in  intercourse  with  them  it  is 
soon  observed  that  they  are  free  from  that 
oppressive  sense  of  inferiority  which  mark 
the  colored  people  in  this  ceuntry.  As 
the  country  becomes  settled,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  its  diseases  better  understood, 
the  acclimating  fever  is  less  dreaded.  In 
fact  now  it  rarely  proves  fatal  when  pro- 
per attention  is  paid  to  the  sick.  This 
iiaving  been  passed  through,  the  emi- 
grants enjoy  far  better  health  than  they 
did  in  the  extreme  north  of  our  country. 
In  fact,  according  to  President  Roberts,  ; 
the  number  of  deaths  in  Liberia  is  three  |; 
per  cent,  smaller  than  in  New  England 
and  Canada  among  the  same  class  of  popu- 
lation, showing  that  a tropical  climate  is 
better  adaf»ted  to  their  constitution.  The 
count>'y  possesses  elementsof  great  prospe- 
rity, and  the  productions  of  the  soil  are  va- 
ried and  abundant.  It  is  the  want  of  agricul- 
tural industry  rather  than  the  incapacity 
of  the  country  to  yield  richly  the  fruits  of 
the  earth,  that  has  been  the  difficulty  with  | 
the  Liberians.  With  well-directed  labor 
of  one  half  the  amount  required  among 
the  farmers  of  the  United  States,  a large 
surplus  of  the  earth’s  productions,  over 
the  demands  of  home  consumption,  might 
be  gathered. 

I bow  to  authority,  and  acknowledge  al- 
legiance to  our  governor  who  has  so  elo- 
quently addressed  us.  ^vxlyou,  Mr.  Presi-  \ 
dent,  can  appreciate  the  enjoyment  of  a 
military  man  on  an  occasion  like  this,  in 
the  presence  of  grave  Senators,  members 
of  the  House  and  perhaps  Cabinet  Min-  j 
isters,  when  he  has  the  democratic  right  ,'| 
of  free  speech.  In  the  exercise  of  this  jj 
privilege,  therefore,  I must  join  issue  with  j| 
our  profound  jurist  and  able  scholar,  when 
he  refers  to  Cyprian  and  Hannibal  as  ■ 
being  negro  Africans.  Hannibal,  Cyprian,  | 
and  Terence  were  Asiatics  or  Europeans 
rather  than  Africans,  the  Great  Desert  i 
being  properly  the  Northern  boundary  of 
he  African  race.  In  ancient  limes,  an 
African,  with  his  physical  conformation, 


would  have  created  as  great  a sensation  at 
the  head  of  an  army,or  in  the  chair  of  a pro- 
fessor, as  itwould  now  in  theUnited  States, 
England,  or  the  Crimea. 

Let,  then,  the  black  man  be  judged 
fairly,  and  not  presumed  to  have  become, 
all  at  once  and  by  miracle,  of  a higher 
order.  There  are  and  will  be  among 
them  men  who  are  covetous,  or  men  who 
are  tyrannical,  or  men  who  would  sacri- 
fice the  public  interests,  or  any  others,  to 
their  own  ; men  who  now'  would  go  into 
the  slave-trade  if  they  could,  or  rob  hen- 
roosts, or  intrigue  for  office,  or  pick  pockets, 
rather  than  trouble  their  heads  or  their 
hands  wdth  more  honorable  occupations. 
Such  things  will  be  found  in  Liberia,  not 
because  men  are  black,  but  because  men 
are  men. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  ex* 
periment  in  re.spect  to  this  race  is  essen- 
tially a new  one.  In  fact  it  may  be  said 
that  the  African  has  never  reached,  until 
the  settlement  of  Liberia,  a higher  rank 
than  the  king  of  Dahomey.  No  philoso- 
pher among  them  has  caught  sight  of  the 
mysteries  of  nature  ; no  poet  has  illus- 
trated heaven  or  earth,  or  the  life  of  man  ; 
no  statesman  has  done  anything  to  lighten 
or  brighten  the  links  of  human  policy.  In 
fact,  if  all  that  negroes  of  all  generation* 
have  ever  done  were  to  be  obliterated  from 
recollection  forever,  the  world  would  lose 
no  great  truth,  no  profitable  art,  no  exem- 
plary form  of  life.  The  loss  of  all  that  is 
African,  would  offer  no  memorable  de- 
duction from  anything  but  the  earth’* 
black  catalogue  of  crimes.  Africais  guilty 
of  the  slavery  under  which  she  has  suffer- 
ed, for  her  people  made  it  as  well  as  suf- 
fered it.  The  great  experiment,  therefore, 
is  as  to  the  effect  of  instruction  given  to 
such  a race  from  a higher  one.  It  has  had 
its  success  and  promises  more. 

Liberia  is  the  restoration  of  the  Afri- 
can in  his  highest  intellectual  condition  to 
that  country  in  which  his  character  had 
become  the  most  degraded.  The  question 
to  be  settled  is  whether  that  condition  can 
be  retained,  or  so  improved  that  he  may 
keep  pace  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  It  ' 
is  a necessary  element  in  this  proceeding 
that  he  be  self-governing,  it  is  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  this  point  that  we  look  to 
decide  the  dispute  whether  negro  races  are  t» 
remain  forever  degraded  or  not.  Time  and 
patience,  however,  and  much  kind  watch- 
fulness, may  be  required  before  this  ex- 
periment can  be  deemed  conclusive.  It  is 
in  Liberia  alone  that  the  colored  man  can 
find  freedom,  and  the  incentives  to  higher 
motives  of  action  which  are  conducive  t© 
virtue.  There  these  sources  of  good  are 


1855.] 


Jlddresses  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 


87 


found  in  abundance  for  his  race.  In  this 
country  he  can  gain  the  intelligence  of  the 
free  population,  but  is  excluded  from  the 
vivifying  motives  of  the  freeman.  In  Li- 
beria he  has  both.  Means  are  needed  to 
sustain  this  condition  of  things.  The  first 
of  these  is  religion,  which  to  a great  de- 
gree pervades  the  community  there.  It  is 
true  that  some  of  the  lower  forms  of  a 
vivid  conception  of  spiritual  things  cha- 
racterize tfie  people,  but  far  preferable  is 
this  to  the  tendency  of  the  age  elsewhere, 
towards  attempting  to  bring  within  the 
scope  of  human  reason  the  higher  myste- 
ries of  faith.  Tlie  second  is  the  school, 
which  keeps  both  intelligence  and  aspira- 
tion alive,  and  nurtures  both.  They  will 
transfer,  therefore,  what  the  United  States 
alone  exemplifies,  and  what  is  vitally  im- 
portant to  free  governments,  namely,  a 
system  of  free  public  education  in  the 
common  schools. 

Liberia  contains  a population  exceeding 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. Not  much  more  than  one-twentieth 
of  tliis  number  are  American  colonists. 
Its  growth  has  been  gradual  and  healthy. 
The  government,  administered  in  its  pres- 
ent form  for  more  than  seven  years,  by 
blacks  alone,  appears  to  be  firmly  estab- 
lished. The  country  is  now  in  a condi- 
tion to  receive  as  many  emigrants  as  the 
United  States  can  send.  To  the  colored 
man  xvho  regards  tne  highest  interests  of 
his  children  ; to  young  men  of  activity  and 
enterprise,  the  Republic  certainly  affords 
the  strongest  attractions.  We  would  not 
join  in  any  attempt  to  crush  the  aspirations 
of  any  class  of  men  in  this  country,  but 
it  is  an  actual  fact,  whatever  may  be 
thought  of  it,  that  here  the  colored  man 
has  never  risen  to  that  position  which 
every  man  should  occupy  among  hi?  fel- 
lows. For  suppose  the  wishes  of  the  phi- 
lanthropist towards  him  to  l>e  fully  accom- 
plished ; secure  him  his  political  rights  ; 
unfetter  him  in  body  and  intellect : culti- 
vate him  in  taste  even  ; then  while  nomi- 


! nally  free  he  is  still  in  bondage,  for  free- 
! dom  must  also  be  the  prerogative  of  the 
! white  as  well  as  of  the  black  man,  and  the 
I white  man  must  likewise  be  left  free 
j to  form  his  most  intimate  social  rela- 
! tions  ; and  he  has  not,  and  never  has  been 
disposed,  in  this  country,  to  unite  himself 
I with  a cast  marked  by  so  broad  a distinc- 
I tion  as  exists  between  the  two  races.  The 
! testimony  on  these  points  of  those  who 
j have  had  abundant  advantages  for  obser- 
I vation,  has  been  uniform  and  conclusive. 

For  the  colored  man  himself,  then,  for  his 
! children,  Liberia  is  an  open  city  of  refuge. 
He  there  may  become  a freeman,  not  only 
in  name,  but  a freeman  in  deed  and  in 
truth. 

Liberia  has  strong  claims  upon  Christian 
aid  and  sympathy.  It  may  in  a few  years 
j become  the  base  of  missionary  operations 
i and  send  forth  colored  people  with  whom 
I the  climate  agrees,  with  words  of  life  to 
their  brethren  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  continent.  The  indepen- 
dence of  the  Republic  ought  to  be  acknow- 
ledged by  the  United  States.  This  accor-. 
I ding  to  the  opinion  of  President  Roberts, 
j which  also  might  be  guaranteed  by  treaty, 

I would  not  imply  the  necessity  of  a resident 
j colored  representative  or  even  diplomatic 
i|  correspondence,  while  the  moral,  commer- 
ij  cial,and  politidhl effects,  would  be  beneficial 
jj  to  both  parties.  Reference  to  the  influence 
!;  of  Liberia  on  the  extirpation  of  the  slave 
j trade  has  been  made  by  the  previous  spea- 
I kers.  It  is  gratifying  to  the  friends  of 
! colonization  and  humanity  to  find  that  the 
I Republic  has  wholly  exterminated  that 
atrocious  traffic  over  its  entire  extent  of 
coast,  a distance  of  six  hundred  mile.s. 

Mr.  President,  I have  already  exceeded 
the  limits  assigned  me,  or  1 would  in  this 
connection  express  my  views  on  the  sub- 
■ject  ot  the  African  Squadron,  and  the 
African  slave  trade.  I am  however  pre- 
I pared  to  enter  upon  this  discussion  before 
I the  Board  of  Directors  as  soon  as  the 
j opportunity  may  be  afforded. 


Remarks  of  Col.  H.  Baldwin, 

After  the  address  of  Commander  Foote, 
the  President  rose  to  adjourn  the  meeting, 
but  was  restrained  from  doing  so  by  Col. 
H.  Baldwin,  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  who 
respectfully  asked  permission  to  say  a few 
words.  The  privilege  was  accorded,  when 
that  gentleman  approached  the  stand  and 
addressed  the  auditory. 

Although  not  a member  of  the  Society 
he  had  a plan  to  suggest,  which  would, 
while  strengthening  the  arm  of  the  Society, 
prove  beneficial  to  the  negroes  of  this 
country.  The  Society  had,  so  far,  failed 
of  its  great  object,  accomplishing  but 


and  Rev.  Dr.  Leroy  M.  Lee. 
little  good.  It  was  known  that  our  gov- 
ernment had  acquired  an  immense  tract  of 
land  from  Mexico,  which  is  rich  in  re- 
sources, but  uninhabited.  He  proposed 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  the 
slaves,  and  that  they  either  be  sent  to 
this  Mexican  ppssession  or  Liberia,  accor- 
ding to  their  own  desire.  Those  who  do 
not  choose  to  emigrate  to  either,  to  remain 
where  they  are,  to  lie  employed  as  the 
laboring  white  men  are  at  the  North.  He 
declared  his  high  respect  for  the  constitu- 
tional rights  of  Soutliern  men,  and,  of 
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course  wouM  consult  them  as  to  the  sale  of 
their  slaves.  This  was  the  home  of  the 
American  black  man  •,  he  knows  no  other, 
and  it  would  be  cruel  to  force  him  hence 
without  his  consent.  He  earnestly  con- 
tended that  his  scheme  was  feasible  and 
practicable.  The  blacks  could  be  settled 
on  our  acquired  Mexican  territory,  either 
to  become  an  independent  republic,  or,  ul- 
timately, to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as 
a State. 

The  President  again  rose  to  adjourn  the 
meeting,  when 

The  Rev.  Charles  A.  Davis  said  a gentle- 
man from  Virginia  had  in  vain  been  endea- 
voring to  catch  the  Fj-esideni’s  eye,  anxi- 
ous, he  believed,  to  reply  to  the  extraor- 
dinary speech  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  and  he  hoped  his  friend.  Dr.  Lee, 
would  have  the  privilege  of  doing  so.  For 
his  own  part,  he,  Mr.  D.,  was  unwilling 
to  adjourn  without  some  notice  of  the 
speech  to  which  they  had  just  listened. 

The  President  invited  Dr.  Lee  into  the 
altar,  who  said  : He  differed  entirely  with 
•the  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  the 
object  lie  proposed,  and  in  the  views  he 
expressed  as  the  object  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society.  He  respected  age, 
and  desired  always  to  treat  it  with  venera- 
tion. He  was  constrained  to  express  his 
decided  opposition  to  the  bourse  of  the 
venerable  gentleman  ; but  hoped  to  do  »o 
with  kindness  of  feeling. 

In  the  first  place,  sir,  we  are  not  the 
nation,  have  no  legislative  authority,  and 
no  public  domain  lo  sell.  And  if  we  had, 
would  not  regard  such  an  appropriation  of 
its  produce  as  a wise  expenditure.  The 
scheme  of  the  gentleman  is  not  as  new  as 
he  seems  to  regard  it.  Jefferson  once  held 
a similar  opinion,  but  on  mature  reflection 
abandoned  it.  it  is  now  regarded  as  an 
obsolete  idea. 

In  the  second  place,  sir,  as  a Society,  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with  schemes  of  em- 
mancipation,  on  the  one  hand,  nor  of 
abolition  on  the  other.  Both  subjects  are 
contraband.  He  might,  and  would,  were 
it  necessary,  express  his  disagreement 
with  some  of  the  persona!  opinions  of  the 
Governor  of  Connecticut,  but  preferred  to 
agree  where  agreement  was  possible  and 
pleasant  ; and  he  had  said  truly,  and 
with  great  force  for  the  Society,  we  are 
neither  Whigs  nor  Democrats,  Abolitionists 
nor  pro-slavery  men,  but  are  an  association 
of  philanthropic  men,  trusting  in  God,  and 
laboring  to  promote  the  good  of  the  col- 
ored race.  Having  nothing  to  do  with 
political  parties  and  religious  sects,  the 
Society  stands  among  them  all  as  a centre 
of  unity,  around  which  all  good  men  may 
rally,  and  unite  with  each  other  in  accom- 


plishing the  great  object  of  African  coloni- 
zation. ' 

Again  Mr.  President,  our  object  is  not, 
as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  said,  to 
remove  the  colored  man  to  Liberia  without 
his  consent.  This  is  an  express  stipula- 
tion of  theconstitution.  Weseek  to  restore 
the  negro  to  his  home,  in  the  land  of  his  fa- 
thers. This  is  not  his  home.  He  is  a 
strange!  here,  whether  bond  or  f^ee.  Africa 
j is  the  only  land  in  which  he  can  enjoy  free- 
I dom.  He  has  gained  much  by  the  centuries 
! of  his  contact  with  American  civilization, 
j But  it  is  only  in  the  land  of  his  fathers  that 
! he  can  enjoy  freedom — that  in  the  higher 
i civilization  that  wefcomes  and  awaits  him, 

I he  may  fold  his  arms,  and  with  his  eye 
! fixed  on  heaven,  look  around  on  the  world, 
j!  and  in  proud  conciousness  of  freedom, 

I say,  “I,  too,  am  aman  !”  (Applause.)  Mr. 

! President : The  history  of  the  world 

shows  that  friction  among  equalsj  refines 
and  elevates  ; here,  so  great  is  the  disparity 
between  the  white  and  colored  races,  that 
jj  it  only  partially  elevates,  partially  refines. 

|i  In  Africa,  wiiere  all  are  of  one  color,  and 
I all  equal,  social  refinement  and  intellectual 
j improvement  may  go  on  with  mutual  ad- 
I vantage  and  in  endless  progression, 
i He  repeated,  he  regretted  exceedingly 
j the  gentleman’s  speech.  We  are  seeking 
I other  and  better  objects  than  those  presen- 
! ted  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

I To  secure  them  we  must  adhere  to  the 
i long  cherished  and  well  defined  objects  of 
I the  organization.  As  a minister  of  the 
! gospel,  he  was  well  acquainted  with  public 
opinion  in  the  South.  In  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  he  had  preached  in  behalf 
of  colonization,  and  taken  up  collections 
in  aid  of  the  cause.  The  opinion  is  too 
decided  to  admit  of  change  in  our  princi- 
ples, or  our  plans  for  promoting  them. 
The  north,  south,  east  and  west,  believe 
that  in  order  to  the  complete  success  of 
this  Soofety,  it  must  stand  by  its  first  prin- 
ciples. (Applause.)  They  were  wise  men 
wlio  laid  the  foundations  of  this  Society. 
Governor  Dutton  had  compared  it  to  the 
pyramids.  Its  foundation  was  firm  and 
deep  ; its  sides  were  equal,  and  its  apex 
ever  pointing  upwards  toward  heaven  as  if 
in  supplication  of  its  blessing.  Sir,  we 
I are  only  safe  on  our  original  foundations. 
We  must  maintain  them,  here,  now,  and 
always.  If,  in  support  of  our  principles, 
our  noble  ship  go  down,  let  us  nail  our 
flag  to  the  mast,  and  sink  with  colors 
j streaming  over  the  waters  that  engulph  our 
cause.  The  constitution,  sir,  is  our  pro- 
I tection,  and  the  guarantee  of  success. 

I Shall  we  abandon  it  for  Utopian  scheme*  I 
I Never.  No,  sir,  never,  never. 
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In  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Di-  i 
rectors  of  the  American  Colonization  So-  i 
dety,  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January  j 
last,  as  publif  hed  in  part  in  our  l«st  num-  , 
her,  will  be  found  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  v/hom  w'as  referred  the  subject  of 
steam  communication  between  the  United  i 
States  and  Liberia,  made  to  the  Executive 
Committee  in  July  last  ; also  the  majority  , 
and  minority  reports  of.  members  of  said  | 
Committee,  made  to  the  Board  of  Direc-  ' 
tors  ; the  latter  report  by  Dr.  James  Hall  , 
of  Baltimore,  formerly  and  for  several 
years  a resident  in  Liberia,  subsequently  : 
and  at  present  general  agent  for  the  Mary-  ^ 
land  Colonization  Society  and  editor  of  the 
Maryland  Colonization  Journal  ; from  j 
which  Journal  we  make  the  following  ; 
extracts  from  two  editorial  articles,  em- 
bracing  the  views  of  Dr.  Hall  with  refer-  ! 
«ice  to  the  important  subject  of  regular  j 
communication  with  Liberia;  which  views,  j 
from  one  who  has  been  actively  connected  i 
with  the  colonization  enterprise,  and  with  , 
commercial  operations  between  this  coun-  ; 
try  and  Liberia,  for  a quarter  of  a cen-  ,l 
tury,  and  who  is  probably  better  qualified 
to  advise  on  this  subject  than  any  other  j 
man  in  the  United  States,  are  worthy  of  I 
the  highest  consideration, 

We  heartily  concur  with  Dr.  Hall  in  ■ 
the  views  expressed  respecting  a vessel  to 
be  owned  and  sailed  by  this  Society  ; and  j 
we  earnestly  hope  that  the  plan  suggested,  | 
in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  extracts,  to  I 
raise  the  funds  necessary,  may  meet  with  j 
the  approval  and  active  cooperation  of  one,  j 
four,  forty,  or  four  hundred  friends  of  the  j 
cause. 

In  our  number  for  October  last,  we 
stated  that  eleven  of  our  friends  had  agreed  | 
to  give  ^100  each  towards  the  object  of 
establishing  regular  communication  with 


Liberia  by  steam  or  sailing  vessels  ag 
might  be  found  most  practicable.  These 
subscriptions  can  be  realized  at  any  time  ; 
and  some  of  them  probably  will  be  in- 
creased if  necessary  to  make  up  the  re- 
quired amount. 

“One  thing  we  may  set  down  os  certain, 
viz  : that  neither  the  Society,  a Company, 
or  any  individual  will  be  likely  to  run  a 
steamer  between  the  United  States  and 
Liberia,  without  liberal  patronage  from 
the  United  States  Government.  If  then 
this  patronage  is  to  be  obtained,  on  what 
grounds  should  the  application  be  made.^ 
Does  any  one  suppose  that  the  transmis- 
sion of  a mail  to  and  from  the  African 
Squadron,  or  more  frequent  mail  connex- 
ion with  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  w’ith 
which  W'e  scarcely  have  a nominal  com- 
merce, or  v.'ith  Liberia  itself,  in  a commer- 
cial point  of  view  only,  will  ever  induce 
Congress  to  advance  any  thing  like  an  ap- 
propriation necessary  to  ensure  a contin- 
uance of  steam  communication  with  Li- 
beria.^*  It  Congress  can  ever  be  induced 
to  an  act  of  the  kind,  it  wdll  be  solely  on 
account,  and  in  aid  of  the  cause  of  Colo- 
nization.— This  being  granted,  to  whom 
will  Congress  be  so  likely  to  give  it,  as  to 
the  Colonization  Society  itself.  Certainly 
to  no  other  party,  unless  it  can  be  shown, 
that  the  Colonization  Society  is  from  some 
cause  or  causes  unfit  for  the  trust.  If  Con- 
gress makes  an  appropriation  for  steam  com- 
munication with  Liberia  that  appropriation 
becomes  an  influence  and  apoit'cr,and  where- 
fore should  the  American  Cnlonizatii^i  So- 
ciety deny  itself  that  power  and  influence 
which  it  so  much  needs.?  What  right 
have  its  officers  to  make  it  over  and  aban- 
don it  to  any  other  party,  over  whom  the 
society  can  have  at  best  but  a limited  con- 
trol.?  We  do  not  say  this  has  been  done, 
or  that  It  has  been  proposed,  or  is  to  be 
proposed — but  we  do  say,  it  should  not  be 
done.  A 

The  American  Colonization  Society  has, 
since  the  charter  of  the  old  Ship  Elizabeth, 
been  more  or  less  a commercial  company  : 
its  officers  and  agents  both  here  and  in 
Africa,  have  of  necessity  been  commercial 
men.  The  business  of  the  agent  on  this 
side  the  Atlantic  has  been,  to  go  into  the 
market  and  charter  and  fit  out  vessels,  to 
purcliase  provisions,  furniture,  clothing, 
mechanical  and  agricultural  implements  for 
emigrants,  and  merchandise  of  all  kinds 
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and  varieties,  for  trade  with  natives  and 
old  settlers,  for  the  care  and  support  of  the 
immigrants  in  Liberia ; and  to  do  this 
properly,  to  make  out  his  charter-partys, 
invoices,  bills  of  lading,  and  letters  of  in- 
structions accoi'dingly , he  must  be  a mer- 
chant. The  agent  of  the  society  in  Li- 
beria is  of  necessity  the  keeper  of  a public 
store,  with  all  the  varieties  of  goods  de- 
manded in  a market  where  there  is  no  cur- 
rency, of  the  value  and  rate  of  exchange 
of  all,  he  must  be  well  acquainted,  in  or- 
der, judiciously  and  economically  to  pro- 
vide for  the  emigrants  committed  to  his 
cliarge.  He  too  must  be  a merchant.  On 
the  character  and  capacity  of  these  two  mer- 
chants, in  a great  degree,  has  depended, 
and  will  depend  the  prosperity  of  the  So- 
ciety and  of  Liberia.  For  the  past  fifteen 
years,  the  American  Colonization  Society 
has  maintained  a fair  credit  in  every  At- 
lantic city  in  the  Union,  its  business  has 
been  transacted,  generally,  in  a safe  and 
mercantile  manner,  and  its  books  in  the 
office  at  Washington  will  not  suffer  by 
comparison  with  those  of  any  commercial 
house  in  our  cities.  The  society  has  in 
its  service,  not  only  those  who  are  able  to 
conduct  its  business  well  on  this  side  the 
Atlantic,  but  those  who  know  what  is  re- 
quired in  Africa,  and  are  able  to  give 
proper  directions  to  the  agents  of  the  So- 
ciety there.  If  need  be,  it  can,  as  well  as 
any  other  company  or  association,  procure 
additional  trustworthy,  commercial  men, 
at  fair  salaries,  and  we  trust  can  and  will 
continue  to  conduct  its  affairs  in  an  able 
and  mercantile  manner.  Wherefore  then 
should  it  abandon  the  transportation  of  its 
own  emigrants,  by  steam  or  sailing  ves- 
sels wherefore,  then,  we  say  again, 
should  it  abandon  a power  and  an  influ- 
ence which  may  be  placed  within  its  reach 
If  a vessel  is  to  be  purchased,  let  it  be 
purchased  by  the  society.  Let  its  agents 
throughout  the  land  ask  donations  for  a 
vessel  or  vessels  for  Liberia,  and  who  can 
doubt  of  their  success,  or  who  can  doubt 
that  money  could  be  obtained  for  that  pur- 
pose, which  would  be  given  none 
other.  Let  Congress  be  petitioned  or  aid 
to  enable  the  Society  to  run  a steamer,  and 
while  this  is  pending,  and  pending  it  likely 
will  be  for  a long  period,  let  a suitable 
sailing  vessel  be  procured  and  set  running. 
When  assistance  shall  be  obtained  and  the 
steamer  procured,  it  will  then  be  time 
enough  to  speculate  as  to  the  disposition 
of  the  sailing  Packet.  We  see  no  possi- 
ble objection  to  this  course,  and  to  do 
nothing,  because  we  cannot  do  the  thing 


j most  desirable,  is,  to  say  the  least,  ques- 
1 tionable  policy. 


!i 

|j 

ij 


We  took  occasion  at  the  close  of  the 
article  referred  to  in  our  last  No.,  to  re- 
commend the  purchase  of  a sailing  vessel, 
by  the  Society,  and  also  suggested  the 
same  plan  in  a minority  Report,  which  we 
had  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society.  This  proposition  led  to  va- 
rious remarks,  suggestions  and  queries  in 
regard  to  the  policy  or  practicability  of 
this  plan,  and  it  is  one  object  of  this, 
second  article  upon  the  subject,  to  answer 
these  queries,  and  make  more  plain  our 
views  in  regard  to  it. 

In  the  first  place,  we  believe,  it  is  con- 
ceded by  all,  that  regular  and  stated  com- 
munication between  this  country  and  Li- 
beria, to  and  fro,  is  desirable,  almost  es- 
sential, for  reasons  unnecessary  here  to 
detail.  The  more  frequent,  the  better,  but 
great  frequency  not  essential.  The  legi- 
mate  business  of  the  society  is  to  transport 
emigrants,  provisions  and  freight  on  its 
own  account,  not  to  carry  public  mails,  or 
to  regulate  commerce  between  this  country 
and  Liberia,  except  collaterally.  A vessel 
is  not  wanted  to  transport  emigrants  more 
frequently  or  to  a greater  extent  than  emi- 
grants present  themselves,  or  can  be  pro- 
cured for  transportation.  The  experience 
of  the  past  twenty  years,  making  due  al- 
lowance and  calculation  for  the  future,  tells 
us  that  one  good  ship  of  600  tons  would 
transport  all  emigrants  from  the  Chesa- 
peake, where  four-fifths  of  those  from  the 
whole  Union  are  most  conveniently  and 
economically  collected,  at  two  voyages  per 
year.  This  experience  also  teaches,  that, 
from  2 to  300  emigrants  would,  generally, 
be  found  ready  to  embark  from  this  point 
of  exit  twice  a year,  which  with  their 
baggage,  provisions,  merchandise  of  the 
Society  to  be  used  for  their  support,  and 
such  freight  as  would  readily  offer,  would 
just  about  fill  the  capacity  of  such  a vessel. 
Here  then  is,  and  probably  will  long  con- 
tinue, a business  for  a vessel  of  a certain 
class  and  capacity. 

The  question  then  arises,  whether  the 
Society  had  better  own  and  sail  a vessel, 
specially  fitted  for  this  purpose;  or  charter 
as  they  may  have  occasion  for  one.  We 
have  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  that  the 
Society  should  own  the  vessel,  and  for 
sundry  and  weighty  reasons.  All  must 
concede,  that  the  object  of  the  first  impor- 
tance, next  to  sending  emigrants,  is  their 
health  and  comfort  during  their  passage. 
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In  a chartered  vessel,  these  desiderata  are  j 
often  entirely  beyond  the  power  of  the  i 
Agent  of  the  Society  to  guarantee.  He 
must  take  his  chance  of  such  vessels  as  j 
happen  to  be  in  the  port,  of  which  there  ; 
may  be  but  few  that  will  answer  his  pur-  ' 
pose,  for  charter.  Of  these,  perhaps  only  ' 
one  which  will  go  to  the  coast  of  Africa. 
Of  this  one,  which  he  is  forced  to  take, 
perhaps  the  Captain  may  be  unfit  for  his 
position,  if  not  as  navigator  and  master, 
yet  as  carrier  of  emigrants  and  passengers, 
not  disposed  to  s^e  to  their  provisions, 
cleanliness  and  personal  comfort ; the  hold 
of  the  vessel  may  be  dank,  unw^holesome 
and  ill  ventilated  ; the  middle  deck  beams 
too  high  to  allow  of  erect  position  ; she 
may  be  a dull  sailer  or  a wet  and  uncom- 
fortable sea  boat.  One  of  all  these  causes 
may  occur  in  every  case,  rendering  the 
em.lgrants  discontented,  uncomfortable, 
debilitated,  and  often  diseased,  entirely  | 
unfitted  to  encounter  the  fever,  to  which  I 
all  are  subject  soon  after  landing.  These  i! 
objections,  merely  hinted  at,  and  many  j! 
more  of  a like  nature,  ever  likely  to  occur  j! 
in  case  of  charter,  would  be  almost  entirely  P 
removed  by  the  Society’s  owning  the  j' 
vessel.  ' 

Next  comes  up  the  question  of  econ-  ! 
omy,  rf  expense  and  liability  to  incur  pe-  j 
cuniary  losses,  from  owning  this  species  | 
of  property.  Fully  admitting  the  cor-  ^ 
redness  of  the  general  rule,  that,  the  ' 
more  circumscribed  the  financial  opera-  P 
liens  of  any  corporate  body  or  associa-  jj 
tion,  the  better,  we  yet  think,  in  the  |! 
present  case,  it  would  be  economy  for  the  |i 
Society  to  own  and  sail  a vessel,  and  li 
transport  its  own  emigrants.  ’We  have  !| 
stated  that  there  is  a reasonable  prospect,  P 
amounting  almost  to  a certainty,  of  con- 
slant  eni}doyment  Ifcr  a vessel  of  a*  certain  !j 
class  and  capacity.  Then,  why  should  j| 
the  Society  pay  to  any  i arty  owning  such  i 
a vessel,  a regular  profit  by  which  such  I 
party  lives  and  becomes  rich  ^ If  it  is  al-  | 
leged,  that  the  Agent  of  the  Society  is  j 
not  as  capable  of  managing  this  species  of  || 
property  as  the  owner,  that  the  profit  by  ;| 
which  the  owner  lives  and  thrives,  is  ji 
over  and  above  what  the  Agent  of  the  |‘ 
Society  could  realize  by  sailing  a vessel,  'I 
the  same  objection  lies  against  the  Socie- 
ty’s chartering  vessels.  It  is  perfectly 
clear  to  #ur  mind,  taught  by  experience 
in  chartering  and  sailing  vessels  for  the 
past  fifteen  years,  that,  more  mercantile 
tact  and  skill  is  required  to  charter  three  j 
or  .four  vessels  per  year  for  the  Society, 
than  to  sail  one.  The  disadvantages  under 
which  the  Agent  of  the  Society  labors  in 


chartering  vessels  for  this  business,  in 
point  of  economy  as  well  as  for  the  com- 
fort of  emigrants,  are  not  small  nor  few. 
The  voyage  is  not  a desirable  one,  there 
is  great  ignorance  upon  the  subject,  and  a 
very  general  but  unfounded  impression, 
that  the  voyage  is  an  unhealthy  one, 
jeopardizing  the  lives  and  health  ef  offi- 
cers and  crew;  consequently,  few  first 
class  vessels  will  make  the  voyage  at  any 
rate.  Vessels  cannot  be  chartered  till 
near  the  time  of  sailing  : — 1st.  Because 
no  owner,  without  weighty  consideration, 
will  allow  his  vessel,  if  in  port,  to  wait  a 
month  or  so  for  employment.  2d.  The 
Agent  of  the  Society  cannot  charter  a 
vessel  “ to  arrive,”  as  his  emigrants  will 
all  be  ready  at  a certain  day,  and  he  can- 
not run  any  risk  of  the  arrival  with  emi- 
grants on  hand  to  feed  ; consequently,  he 
is  obliged  to  charter  at  once,  or  at  short 
notice,  a vessel  in  the  port  from  which 
she  is  to  sail,  as  he  cannot  -wait  for  one 
from  another  port.  This  narrows  him 
down  still  more  in  his  choice,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  forcing  him  often  to  take  a ves- 
sel unsuited  to  the  business,  as  before 
stated,  also  compels  him  to  come  to  the 
terms  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  one 
or  few,  however  exorbitant.  In  addition 
to  the  charter,  he  must  at  every  voyage 
pay  for  laying  a new  deck,  putting  up 
berths,  purchasing  cooking  and  feeding 
utensils  and  sundries  of  a like  nature,  not 
attendant  upon  a sailing  vessel  prepared 
for  the  purpose  ; then  the  loss  of  stores 
and  provisions, by  waste  and  embezzlement, 
wffien  committed  to  the  care  of  those  over 
whom  the  Agent  of  the  Society  can  have 
little  or  no  control,  often  forms  a very 
considerable  item  of  expenditure.  The 
furniture  and  effects  of  the  emigrants, 
too,  are  often  ruined  from  bad  storage, 
rough  handling,  and  want  of  care,  not  so 
likely  to  occur  in  a vessel  under  the  im- 
mediate direction  of  the  Society’s  Agents. 
These  considerations  must  render  it  very 
clear  to  any  one,  that  in  point  of  strict 
economy,  the  owning  of  the  vessel  by  the 
Society,  js  the  mere  desirable  course  ; es- 
pecially when  it  is  considered,  that  no 
charter  is  effected  without  some  profit  to 
the  owner  and  more  frequently,  frorti 
causes  above  slated,  an  exorbitant  one. 

We  have  thus  alluded  to  the  objections 
always!  attendant  upon  chartering  vessels 
for  carrying  our  emigrants  to  Liberia,  so 
far  as  the  weltare  and  comfort  of  the  em- 
igrants is  concerned,  and  also  economy. 
Let  us  see  how  readily  most  of  these  ar« 
obviated  by  owning  the  vessel.  In  th« 
first  place,  the  vessel  should  be  of  ample 
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capacity  to  take  all  freight  and  emigrants  j 
that  would  be  likely  to  offer — say  of  6000  i 
bbis.  She  should  be  a good  sailer,  one  i 
that  should  make  an  average  passage  of  j; 
thirty-three  days,  as  did  the  Liberia  i 
Packet.  She  should  have  a deck-cabin,  i 
capable  of  carrying  twenty  passengers, 
besides  her  officers  ; so. that  she  could  ’ 
not  only  carry  cabin  passengers,  able  and  m 
disposed  to  pay,  but  accommodate  the  1! 
Missionaries  in  Liberia  with  a passage  up 
and  d^wn  the  coast  when  occasion  should  ! 
offer.  She  should  have  a forecastle  on 
deck  for  her  crew,  that  they  may  be  kept  | 
entirely  separate  from  the  emis:rants. — ; 
She  should  be  double  decked,  the  lower 
deck  at  a proper  distance  from  the  upper,  ! 
to  allow  of  an  erect  posture,  and  flush  fore  ; 
and  aft  with  the  most  free  v#*ntilation  prac-  | 
ticable.  The  berths  should  range  fore  and  j; 
aft,  the  entire  length  of  the  ship,  and  ^ 
be  moveable,  for  the  purpose  of  thorough  ! 
cleansing — rooms  for  small  stores  and  light  i 
provisions  also  below.  Tanks  of  iron  or  | 
wood,  lined  with  zinc,  to  contain  at  least  | 
20,000  gallons  of  water.  Emigrants’  g:al-  \[ 
ley  and  camboose  on  deck,  and  cooking  j 
utensils  for  300  emigrants.  She  should  j' 
be  supplied  with  suitalDle  boats  for  landing  j 
cargo  and  emigrants  in  the  bars  of  rivers,  j 
or  through  the  surf.  In  a word,  without 
going  further  into  detail,  she  should  be  i 
just  what  the  business  requires.  A cap-  1 
tain  should  be  selected  who  would  be  ! 
suitable  in  every  respect  for  his  station,  |l 
and  under  who»e  care  masters  would  be 
willing  to  place  their  servants,  and  to  j 
whom  the  Society  could  confidently  con-  |! 
sign  the  free  people  disposed  to  emigrate  : |! 
one  who  possessed  safficient  integrity  and  I 
business  capacity  to  act  fully  as  the  con-  \\ 
trading  and  disbursing  agent  of  the  ship,  || 
under  the  direction  of  the  Society’s  Agent.  i 
The  officers  and  crew,  too,  should  be  se-  ! 
lect,  and  fitted  for  this  peculiar  business.  ; 
Under  an  arrangement  «f  this  kind,  the  j 
Agent  of  the  Society  would  be  relieved 
from  his  most  onerous  and  perplexing  ' 
duties,  the  emigrants  guarantied,  so  far  as 
is  in  the  power  of  man  to  do  it,  what  is 
their  right,  and  w’hat  their  friends  and 
humanity  claim  for  them — a safe  and  com- 
fortable passage  for  themselves  and  their  j 
effects  across  the  Atlantic.  1 

That  this  arrangement  is  the  most  | 
humane,  is  enough  to  demand  its  adoption  1 
by  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
that  it  is  nearly  or  quite  as  economical,  we 
are  confident  experience  will  prove.  Of 
the  truth  of  our  conviction  we  wdll  intro- 
duce a few'  figures  as  proof.  We  will  es- 
timate the  number  of  emigrants  from  the 


Chesapeake,  per  annum,  at  500,  adults 
and  children-j-say  300  adults  and  200 
children  about  the  average  rate.  These 
have  been  sent  by  the  Society  at  an  aver- 
age expense  of  not  less  than  $30  per  head 
for  the  adults  and  $15  for  chil- 
dren, making $12,000 

Freight  of  provisions,  necessary 
tradegoods,  &c.,  say  1000  bbls. 
each  voyage,  2000  bbls.  $l5-.  3,500 

The  lowest  rate  for  which  the 
above  have  h eretofore  been  ta- 
ken may  be  set  down  at $15,500 

We  will  now  put  down  the  annual  ex- 
penses of  the  ship,  we  propose,  estimating 
her  cost  at  $40,000. 

Victualing  and  manning,  per 
month. -Captain,  $75;  two 
Mates,  $75;  Steward,  $25  ; 

Cook,  $25 $200 

Ten  men  before  the  mast, 

$18 180 

Victualing  15  persons,  aver- 
age 33^  cts.  each  per  day, 

$10  per  month 150 

Per  month $530 

Or  per  year,  6,600 
Insurance  pr.  an. 
on  estimat’d  cost, 

$40,000, 8 pr.  ct.  3,200 
Interest  pr.  an.  on 
estimated  cost, 

$40,000,  6 pr.  ct.  2,400 
Annual  deprecia- 
tion in  value, 

say.......' 2,000 

Disbursements,  in- 
cluding repairs 
' pr.  voy.  $2,000  4,000 
Provisions  for  emi- 
grants,400  adults, 
at  $8 3,200 

A total  of $21,400  or  say  $22,000 

From  which  deduct  freight 
for  other  parties  out,  at  2 
voyages,  say  2000  bbls. 

at  $1|  per  bbl $3,000 

Freight  home,  two  voy- 
ages, the  same 3,000 

Receipts  for  cabin  passage, 

5 each  w'ay,  4 passages 
$100,  $2,000,  deducting 
I for  provisions,  $500.. . 1,500 
, Passage  money  up  and 
i down  the  coast,  nett, 

' say 500 


Income  on  two  voyages  .$8,000  8,000 
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Lafei'  Intelligence  from  Liberia. 


Actual  outlay  per  an-  , 

num,  over  income,. ...  r. .. . 14,000 


Which,  subtracted  from  the  past 
rates  of  carrying  emigrants, 
leaves  a balance  in  favor  of  the  ; 

plan  proposed  of. $1,500: 

In  the  above  estimate  we  have,  we  be- 
iieve,  given  the  outside  of  ail  expenditures  ij 
»nd  disbursements,  considering  the  vessel  |j 
as  all  the  time  in  commission,  w’hereas,  j| 
two  months,  at  least,  in  each  year  would 
be  spent  in  port,  discharging  and  getting  : 
ready  for  sea.  We  have  also  included  [ 
interest,  which  would  not  be  a chargeable 
item  in  case  the  vessel  should  be  obtained 
by  actual  contributions.  The  freight,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  have  put  at  the  mini- 
mum, being  confident  that  alter  the  first 
year,  it  would  increase  fifty  per  cent,  or 
to  the  extent  of  the  spare  capacity  of  the 
vessel  out,  and  double  the  amount  esti- 
mated above,  on  her  voyages  home.  If 
others  differ  from  ts  in  one  or  more  items, 
we  have  at  least  $1,500  per  annum  to  ; 
throw  in,  besides  the  probable  increase  in  1 
the  number  of  emigrants  and  freight,  to  ; 
the  extent  of  the  full  capacity  of  the  ves-  ; 
sel,  say  300  emigrants  per  voyage,  and  i 
SOOO  bbls.  freight  each  way,  yielding  an 
income  on  freight  alone  of  $12,000  per 
annum  instead  of  $6,000,  and  taking  one 
hundred  emigrants  above  the  original  es- 
timate. The  item,  annual  depreciation,  in 
value,  is  to  be  considered  in  the  nature  of 


a sinking  fund,  by  which  the  capital  may 
be  ke[U  alive.  We  think  these  figure*, 
with  all  the  variations  that  could  be  de- 
manded by  the  most  skeptical,  show  con- 
clusively, that,  economy  as  well  as  hu- 
manity, favor  the  plan  of  the  Society’* 
owning  and  sailing  a vessel,  and  transport- 
ing emigrants  consigned  to  it,  as  much  a* 
possible,  under  its  own  immediate  super- 
vision. 

The  question  then  arises,  how  is  the 
vessel  to  be  obtained.?  •Tins  is  not  for  ub 
to  answer;  but  w'e  have  never  for  a mo- 
ment doubted,  that  a strong  and  earnest 
appeal  to  the  public  by  the  Society, 
through  its  Agents  and  auxiliaries,  would 
produce  the  means  requisite.  We  have 
never  doubted  that  a special  call,  made  by 
the  Executive  of  the  Society  at  Washing- 
ton, like  that  recently  made  for  the  Hern- 
don family,  would  meet  with  a ready  und 
sufficient  response.  We  have  never  doubted 
that  400  men  could  be  found  in  our  land 
who  would  readily  give  their  $100  each; 
that  40  could  be  found  who  would  give 
their  $1,000  each,  or  4 giving  $10,000 
each.  Yea  more,  we  believe,  that  each  of 
our  great  Atlantic  cities  now  contains  tht 
man,  who,  were  the  subject  placed  be.fiire 
him  in  its  true  light,  in  all  its  bearings, 
would  rejoice  in  the  privilege  of  placing 
the  entire  sum  required,  or  the  vessel 
itself  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society.  And 
the  name  of  such  a man  would  not  re- 
quire the  aid  of  brass  or  marble,  to  trans- 
mit it  to  posterity.” 


Later  Intelligence  from  Liberia. 


By  the  way  of  England,  we  have  intel- 
ligence from  Monrovia  to  the  23d  Decem- 
ber ; from  which  we  learn  that  President 
Roberts  had  returned  from  England  ; and 
that  the  bark  Estelle,  which  sailed  from 
New  York  the  26th  October  last,  with 
twenty-six  emigrants,  several  missiona- 
ries, and  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney',  Secretary 
of  the  New  York  State  Colonization  So- 
ciety, on  board,  arrived  at  Monrovia  the 
17th  December,  after  an  unusually  long 
passage.  The  ship  Euphrasia,  which 
sailed  from  Norftdk  the  7th  November, 
had  not  arrived,  having  been  delayed, 
probably,  by  the  calms  w'hich  prevail  near 
the  African  coast,  during  the  last  three 
Months  of  the  year  especially.  With  ref- 


erence to  the  company  of  emigrants  by 
the  Sophia  Walker,  who  were  landed  at 
Monrovia  the  1st  August,  upwards  of 
eighty  in  number.  Dr.  Pi,oberts  writes: 
“It  is  with  great  pleasure  I have  to  ac- 
quaint you  of  the  success  I have  had, 
through  the  blessings  of  Providence,  with 
the  company  by  the  Sophia  Walker.  I 
have  lost  one  child,  daughter  of  Reason 
Flenderson,  aged  about  two  years,  and 
Serena  Deer,  wife  of  Horace  Deer.  With 
this  I trust  the  mortality  will  terminate 
with  this  company,  as  the  others  are  all 
about,  and  able  to  attend  to  business,  with 
the  exception  of  four  or  five  individuals, 
who  are  now,  however,  convalescent,  and 
bid  fair  to  recover  thoroughly.”  We  are 
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pleased  to  hear  that  Drs.  Laing  and  Snow- 
den, who  went  out  in  the  Sophia  Walker, 
were  getting  along  comfortably.  With 
reference  to  them,  Dr.  Roberts  writes  : 
“ Dr.  Snowden  is  yet  in  Monrovia,  having 
paid  one  visit  to  Greenville.  His  health 
at  present  is  good.  He  had , however,  not 
long  since,  an  attack  of  fever.  He  does 
• not  intend,  I Believe,  going  to  Greenville 
until  his  lelurn  from  the  United  States, 
whither  he  contemplates  going,  1 think, 
pretty  soon,  to  bring  his  family  to  Liberia. 
Dr.  Laing  and  family  are  all  now  pretty 


I well;  and  he  will,  1 think,  on  the  arrival 
j of  the  next  company  of  emigrants,  be  well 
j enough  to  assist  in  attending  them.” 

I The  Legislature  met  in  December,  when 
i Vice  President  Benson,  who  judiciously 
' conducted  the  affairs  of  the  Government 
; during  the  absence  of  President  Roberts, 

I presented  the  annual  message,  which  we 
j hope  to  be  able  to  lay  before  our  readers, 
i We  regret  to  learn  that  one  of  the  Brit- 
' ish  Mail  Steamers,  the  “ Forerunner,’ 
was  totally  lost  in  December  last,  on  the 
homeward  passage. 


Notice  to  our 

Ik  consequence  of  various  other  duties  j 
pressing  upon  us,  and  occupying  our  jj 
time,  we  have  neglected,  for  several  years  |! 
p>ast,  to  make  application  to  our  subscribers 
generally,  by  sending  bills  for  the  amount  ; 
of  their  subscriptions  ; consequently,  our  ii 
books  show  a large  aggregate  indebted-  'I 
ness,  which,  if  received,  would  help  us  j 
very  considerably  in  the  present  embar-  j 
rassed  state  of  our  treasury.  According  |j 
to  our  terms,  a large  number  of  persons  ! 
receive  the  Repository  gratuitously.  We  i 
cannot,  therefore,  calculate  on  deriving  1 
much  revenue  to  the  Society  from  receipts 
from  paying  subscribers  ; but,  if  the  sub- 
scriptions of  these  were  regularly  paid,  j 
the  annual  receipts  would  more  than  cover  ! 
the  expenses  of  publication.  We  have,  j 
therefore,  concluded  to  send  to  all  sub-  I 
scribers  who  are  in  arrears  bills  for  the  j 


Subscribers. 

amount  of  their  indebtedness,  as  shown  on 
our  books.  Perhaps  some  to  whom  bills 
may  be  sent,  may  be  entitled  to  receive  it 
free  of  charge  ; and  possibly  others  may 
be  entitled  to  credits  accidentally  omitted. 
We  have  endeavored  to  keep  our  books 
correctly  ; but,  as  we  may  be  in  error,  in 
some  cases,  we  shall  be  pleased  to  make 
any  corrections  that  may  be  necessary  ; 
and,  in  this,  we  are  quite  willing  to  trust 
to  our  subscribers. 

We  hope  to  hear  from  evtry  person  who 
! may  receive  a bill.  Our  friends  will  re- 
I member  that  all  moneys  received  on  ac- 
count of  the  Repository  go  into  the  treasury 
of  the  Society,  and  help  us  to  carry  on  the 
benevolent  work  of  colonization. 

Subscribers  will  please  remi/ the  amount 
due  by  mail,  with  the  bill,  which  shall  be 
returned  duly  receipted  by  the  Secretary. 


Next  Expedition  Liberia. 


Our  next  expedition  will  sail  from  Bal-  i 
timore  and  Norfolk  the  1st  of  May  ; when  ! 
all  applicants  for  passage  to  Liberia,* the  | 
expenses  of  whose  emigration  and  six  ' 
months’  support  in  Liberia  have  been  | 
provided  for,  will  be  comfortably  accom-  ■ 
modated.  The  exhausted  condition  ofj 
our  treasury  prevents  us  from  offering  a ' 


free  passage  in  this  expedition  to  any  ap- 
plicants. Sixty  dollars  for  each  emigrant 
(the  lowest  average  rate  at  which  emi- 
grants can  be  sent  and  supported  six 
months  in  Liberia)  will  be  expected. 

Applicants  will  please  give  us  immediate 
notice  of  their  intention  to  avail  themselves 
of  this  opportunity. 


1855. 
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Receipts  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 

From  the  2Qth  of  Janum'y,  t»  the  20th  February,  1855. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

By  Rev.  Dennis  Powers  : 

Franklin — K.  0.  Peabody,  $20  ; 

Dea.  Hiel  Proctor,  $10  ; Ar- 
thur F.  Pike,  Dr.  Gi'christ, 
each,  $5  ; Dea.  Chester  Stone, 

James  Coburn,  each  $2  : Ho- 
race Noyes,  each  $2  50  ; Thos. 

Appleton,  $1. . 

Boscau'tn — Mrs.  E.  B. Smith,  $5; 

Dr.  E.  K.  Webster,  $2;  Col.  E. 

Webster,  Dea.  Gerrish,  each 
$1;  collection  in  Rev.  Mr. 

Smith’s  Soc.,  $31.... 

Fisherville — Collection  in  Con^re- 
g:ation,  $9  50;  Henry  Rolf  & 

Sons,  $5;  Worcester  Webster, 

Esq.,  $2.  Jane  Chandler,  Har- 
riet Chandler,  Nathan  Chand- 
ler, Calvin  Gage,  J.  Batchelder, 

Mrs.  Ruth  Marlin,  each  $1;  A 
Friend,  50  cents • 

no  5« 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Lowell — L.  Keese,  Esq 30  00 

Newburyport — Part  of  legacy  left 
the  Am.  Col.  Soc.  by  Wm.  B. 

Banister,  late  of  Newburyport  1000  00 

1,030  00 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

By  Capt.  George  Barker  : 

Providence — Robert  H.  Ives,  Mo- 
ses B.  Ives,  each  $25;  Lady 
and  Daughter,  $20;  Julia  Bul- 
lock, $10;  Ezra  W.  Howard, 

$15;  H.  N,  Slater,  $15;  Eliza- 
beth Waterman,  Gilbert  Con- 
don, Avis  L.  Harris,  Sarah  A. 

Paine,  E.  W.  P’letcher,  L.  P. 

Child,  each  $5;  Miss  P.  Har- 
ris, $2;  Thomas  Phillips,  Chas. 

Dyer,  each  $1 144  00 

CONNECTICUT. 

By  Rev.  John  Orcutt: 

Middle  Haddam — Jeremiah  tl. 

Taylor,  $30,  to  constitute  him- 
self a life  member  of  the  Am. 

Col.  Soc.;  John  Stewart,  $5; 

W.  Tallman,  $2;  J.  Ackley,  J. 

Dart,  each  $1;  M.  Simpson,  50 

cents 39  50 

Stamford — -E.  Moorevvood,  J. 
F'erguson,  C.  Hawley,  T.  Da- 


venport, Mrs.  Geo.  Brown,  A 
Friend,  each  $5;  James  Betts, 

$7;  J.  R.  Thurston,  N.  E.  Ad- 
ams, each  $3;  J.  M.  Leeds,  R. 

L.  Gay,  D.  R.  Satterlee,  each 
$2;  Miss  Mary  Ferris,  A 
Friend,  Alex.  Milne,  ^ch  $1; 

Mrs.  M.  C Rogers,  ^ cents  52  50 
Clinton — H.  Taintor,  E.  A.  El- 
liott, each  $5,  Henry  Parker, 

$3;  E.  Wright,  Geo.  E.  Elliott, 
each  $1 ; collection  in  Congrega- 
tional Church,  Rev.  James  D. 


Moore,  Pastor,  $8  54 23  54 

Woodbrklge — Collection  in  Con- 
gregational Church 8 64 

Bloomfield — Collection  in  Congre- 
gational Church,  $7  73;  M.  E. 

Church,  $6 13  73 

Glastenbury — James  B.  Williams 
& Co.,  $10,  in  full  to  constitute 


James  B.  Williams,  a life  mem- 
ber of  the  Am.  Col.  Soc.,  es- 
tate of  Norman  Hubbard,  $10; 

Rev.  J.  W.  Plummer,  $5;  D. 
Flubbard,  $3,  Benj.  Taylor,  $2  30  00 

Ellington — John  H.  Brockway, 

$10,  in  addition  to  constitute 
himself  a Life  Member  of  the 

Am.  Col.  Soc 10  00 

JVeta  Britain — C.  B.  Erwin,  H. 

E.  Russell,  each  $5 10  00 

Berlin — N.  Porter,  $5,  J.  B.  Car- 
penter, $1 6 00 

Enfield — Dr.  Spaulding,  $1 1 00 

Stratford — Gilman  Carter,  $1. .. . 1 00 

Warehouse  Point — W.  Barnes, 

Miss  Ann  A.  Porter,  each  $1;  2 00 

Rocky  Hill — Collection  in  Con- 
gregational Church,  $815....  8 15 

Lyme — Mrs.  Ellen  E.  Griswold, 

$10;  in  addition  to  constitute 
herself  a Life  Member  of  the 

Am.  Col.  Soc.,  $10 10  00 

Middletown--Mrs.  Martha  Miller, 

$30,  to  constitute  herself  a Life 
Member  of  the  Am.  Col.  Soc.  30  00 

246  06 

NEW  YORK. 

f/ew  York  City — From  A Friend 

of  Colonization 4 00 

West  Point — Col.  R.  E.  Lee,  $30; 
to  constitute  Mrs.  Lee  a Eife 
Member  of  the  Am.  Col.  Soc., 


47  50 


40  00 


23  00 


96 
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and  ^20  as  a donation  from  his  ii 

children 50  00  j| 

54  00  I 

NEW  JERSEY.  |l 

Fitts  Grove — Collection  in  Rev.  'j 

Geo.  W.  Janvier’s  Church.. . 10  00  j 

GEORGIA.  ! 

.Augusta — R.  Campbell 30  00  i| 

OHIO.  Ii 

By  Rev.  h.£.  Castle  : 'i 

Columbia — B.  j\dams,  $16;  W.  ' 

Bibber,  S Bibber,  S.  Wal-  j’ 

rath,  Mr.  Leui.s,  each^I...  20  00  I 
Hamilton  Township,  IVarren  Co.,  ij 

From  Union  Colonization  So-  jj 

ciety,  contributed  by  the  fol-  ;{ 

lowing  person.^,  viz  , F.  G.  ; 

Hi'l,  ^o;  Samuel  Clendenen  & |! 

Wife,  $3;  Thomas  Dickey,  $3;  1 

Jo!m  Morrow,  ^2;  George 
Shields,  David  Morgan,  each  1 

$ I 50;  James  Hill,  ^1;  John  W. 

Spence,  Wm.  H.  Cummins, 

Wm.  Swank,  each  50  cents, 

$18  50;  less  $],  worthless  note,  i| 

by  John  D.  Tliorpe,  Esq.,. . . . 17  50: 


By  Rev.  B.  0.  Plimpton  : | 

Collections  made  in  the  follow-  |i 

ing  places,  viz  : [ 

$treetshorough,  ^2  31;  Jluiora,  25  Ij 

cents;  Mantua,  $5  90;  Hirarn,  ; 

$5;  Troy,  $5  IT,  Messopotamia,  I 

$0;  Farmington,  $3;  MiddLeJield,  | 

$2  50;  Lenox,  $1  25;  Hartsgrovc,  j! 

68  cents.  Windsor,  $1  40;. . . . 33  22  | 


ILLINOIS. 

Princeton — Mrs.  Jane  Kell 

MISSISSIPPI. 

College  Hill — Collection  in  the 
College  Church,  by  Rev.  L.  B. 

Gaston 

CHOCTAW  NATlOxN. 
By  Rev.  C.  Kingsbury  ; 

Pine  Ridge— From  Female  Benev- 
olent Society,  $20;  from  A 
Friend,  $20 


70  72  I 

10  00  j 

[ 

7 00  i| 

|| 

II 

40  00  ;1 


Total  Contributions $752  28  j| 

FOR  REPOSITORY.  j! 

VEiiMOKT-Ritrlmg/oii-Z.  Thomp-  i 

son,  $1,  for  1855 1 00 

Massachusetts — Dana — N.  L. 

Johnson,  $3;  to  Jan.  ’57.  Sut- 
ton— William  Terry,  $1,  for 

1855 - 4 00 

Rhode  IsLAND-By  Capt.  George 


Barker — Providence — Thomas 
Eddy,  Thomas  Phillips,  Ste- 
phen Arnold,  Caleb  C.  Cook, 
Wm.  Coggeshall,  Wm.  Whit- 
aker, Orin  A.  Pv.ead,  R.  J.  Ar- 
nold, Edward  A.  Green,  Benj, 
White,  Menzie  Sweet,  Charles 
Dyer,  Abner  Gay,  Jr.  Resolved 
Waterman,  each  $1,  to  Jan- 
uary, 1856.  Woonsocket — Ar- 


nold Spear,  $1,  for  1855,  by 

Timothy  A.  Taylor 15  90 

New  York — Eagle  Bridge — John 

King,  $2,  for  1853, and  1854..  2 00 

Virginia — Fredericksburg — S.  G. 


Scott,  $1,  to  Feb.  ’56,  Aaron 
Lornax,  Washington  Whitly, 
Henry  Lucas,  Wm.  Hewett, 
each  $1;  by  Geo.  Sample, 
Lodore — W.  H.  Flarrison,  $5 
75,  to  Feb.  1855.  Shepsherds- 
town — Jacob  Rineheart,  $1,  for 
1855.  Petersbiirgh — Robert  F. 


Jackson,  $1,  to  Oct.  ’54 12  75 

Georgia — Milledgevill  e-—\^^ilkes 
Flagg,  $1,  for  1855,  Mrs.  C.  S. 

Daggett,  $1,  to  Sept.  1855. ...  2 00 


Kentucky — Elklon — Wm.  Dick- 
erson, $1,  for  1855.  Russell- 
ville— Dr.  J.  R.  Bailey,  $2,  for 
1855  and  ’56.  Harrodskurgh — 
Rev.  Samuel  Hatch,  $3;  to 


June,  1855 6 00 

Ohio — Enon — Mrs.  Mary  Gallo- 
way,  $1.  to  May,  1855.  Steu- 
benville— Thomas  S.  Hening, 

M.  D.,  $2,  for  1856  and  ’57. . 3 00 

Indiana — Jlurora — Rev.  A.  W. 

Freeman,  $1,  tor  1855 1 00 

Illinois- C/pper  Alton — Professor 
Washington  Levereit,  $2  70, 
to  January,  ’55.  Dover — Rev. 

Asa  Donaldson,  for  1855,  $1..  3 78 

Missov Ri-Columbia-Rev.  T.  Al. 

Allen,  $5,  on  account 5 00 

Iowa — lotva  City — John  Pattee, 

$1,  for  1855 1 00 

W I s c o N s I s-Reedsb  urgh-Vi m . H . 
Alarchir,$l,  to  Dec  1854....  1 00 


Choctaw  Nation — By  Ptev.  C. 
Kingsbury-DoaA:srt//e--Rev.  C. 
Kingsbury,  Rev.  A.  Reid,  and 
Capt.  R.  M.  Jones,  each  $1, 


for  lb55.  Wheelock — Rev.  J. 
Edwards,  each  $1.  for  1655..  . 4 00 

Total  Piepository 61  45 

Total  Contributions 752  28 

Total  Legacies 1,000  00 


Aggregate  Amount $1>813  73 


. 


• 1 

> ■ 


ie^.  - 


*> 

- 

i\ 


*plKT! 


’•v» 


?ot  Vise  -iti 


otilv 


I?- 


^A^f. 


,;;w  ;.  V - ^ 


• M 
^ . 

/ 


\im\ 


1-7  v.31/32 
African  Repository 

Princeton  Theological  Seminary-Speer  Library 


1 1012  00307  1794 


